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From Your
President

T am honored and pleased o
e clected your president for the
next two years, and look forward
to meeting each, and everyone, of
VUL Al OUr Next reunion.

The 455th Boml Group
Association is still strong, as we
make our way into the new millen-
nium. Reunion attendance in
September was less than previous
yedars, but so is our membership,

stil] the surn out was gratifving, The

spitit of the 45311, which was
notably evident from 1943 through
1945, still exists, and guides us
techay. The reunion for the year
2001 is already in the planning
stage. We'll keep vou informed
throneh the (€ I.|l|'..EI'IIIJ|lI Connection.
For most of us, our health and
vitality is waning. [ exhort every-
one o make a “maximun effort” to
attendd the next reunion. Plan o
attend. Don't feel that you may not
know many anymore. When the
455th gathers there are no
siringers, We shared o unique
experience which shaped the rest
of our life. We cooperated in eras-
ing an evil that threatened civiliza-
tion, every man of the 455th, no
matter his role, was vital, This
teamwork is our common honel,

Check your address label on
this Cerignola Connection. It shows
vour status in our roster. IF your
cdues are not current please bring
them up to date. Weigh hecoming
a Life Member, the cost has been
reduced to 860, Or if you've paid
annually for the last len consecu-
live years, you can be a Life
Member for one payment of $25
We have no other source of rev-
cnue other than dues and the inter-
est on our savings, These fund our
operating expenses and the
Cerignola Connection,

Treasurer Col. Gus Wendt has a
notice printed elsewhere in this
newsletter. The Bourd of directors
vored o irim dues-delinguent
members from our Cerignola
Connection mailing. [Howewver,
there is no intent, or desire, 10
remove anyone who cannot afford
to pay. A note to Gus stialing your
inability to pay, which will remain
confidential, will retain you on the
mailing list. T will not be charity,
it's part of our continuing tradition.
We helieve most of the non-
respondents are deceased, and
their heirs have neglected to send
us the information.

Your new board and officers
arc at work for the group looking
forward o the new millennium, 1
welcome your ideas and sugges-
tions, and look forward to your
support. We dre an organization to
he proud of.

Franik Lashinsky

127 Members to be
Dropped From the
N ews etter Mailing

A recent survey showed that
those members whom we haven’t
heuard from since 1993, or hefore
muke up the bigaest percentage of
those whose mail is returned by
the P.O. Last yeur we paid the 120,
several hundred dollars for their
newsletters 10 be returned or for-
warded. The addressee has either
made his final flight (which is
probably a large portion) or has
moved without notifying us. To
meet printing and mailing costs,
the Associution depends on annual
dues and interest from CD's hought
by Life Membership money.

In the past, it has becn our pol-
icy to send the newsletier to all

members of the 435th Bomb Group
Associaion, regardless ol whethier
or not their dues were currenl. Al
the last Board of Directors meeting
it was voted that members who
haven'l paid their dues in the last §
years, be dropped from the mailing
list of the newsletter. Their names
will still remain in our roster and
can be quickly returned to the
mailing list. There wre 127 such
members. It was also decided that
if it would be a severe hardship lor
any member to pay his annual
dues, he would remain on the
mailing list. There is no intention 10
deny him the newsletter, This
brings up a very difficult problem.
How do we get the name of such a
person? If you know ol such a per-
son or il vou are such person,
please drop a nole to the
Executive Director, Gus Wendt at
P.O. Box 4043, Sierra Vista, AZ
85650. Include your telephone
nuniber, s0 we may call you. Such
information will be kept secret and
the note destroyed.

To determine when you last
paid your dues, look in the upper
right corner of the mailing lubel on
your Cerignola Connection, The
number appearing there indicates
the last year you puid vour dues.
Life members have an asterisk (%)
and Associate Life members
(Widows} have a number sign ().
All Life members are always con-
sidered current.

A reminder, annual dues are
$15 per year. Our fiscal yeurs is
from 1 Nov, thru 31 Oct. Life
Membership is $60—all past dues
are forgiven. If vou have paid
annual dues for the last 10 consec-
utive years, a Lite Membership is
$25.

Join us! We value your mem-
bership greatly!

/L 455th Bomb Growp Association
Board of Directors.



455th E-Mail Roster

Below is a Jisting of e-mail
address” ol 455th members that
were sent to us for publication in
the Cerignola Cannection.
"Indicates 1 new listing since fast
published in the Cerignola
Connection, If you want your ¢-
nuil address included in this roster,
please send it to us;
455th Bomb Group Assn, Inc.;
P.O. Box 4043
Sierra Vista AZ 850636-4043,

Harry W. Anderson (7401, San
Antonio, TX. pomganny@aol.com
Jack Blum (7413, New Port Richey,
FL. jblum 15677@aol.com

Robert Caldwell (741st), Prescotu
Valley, AZ. rc7306@aol.com
Howard Cooper, Staton [sland, NY.
howgladcoop@worldnet.att.net
Robert (Bobh) Collette, St.
Petershurg, FL.
dotybobl@juno.com
William (Bill) Crim (741),
Lakewood, CO. brerim@aol.com
* Theodore Deppe (741,
Bloomington, IN.
tdeppe@indiana.edu
Curtis Diles (740), Davion, OH.
curtis-diles@prodigy.net
* Paul HL Ditchett, (742), Safery
[arbor, FL. paul346@juno.com
Bob Emick (741), Battle Creek, MI
rfemick@aol.com
" James A, Fedewu (740),
Dunnellon, FL. jcfedewa@cs.com
William BB, Gemmill (740), McAllen,
1X. geml@laguna.com.mx
William C. Graves (742),
Jacksonville, FL.
wgraves210@aol.com
- Lou Hansen (743), Spencer, A
lohansen@nwiowa.com
ITarvey Hewit (743), averford, PA.
Ihhew@aol.com
Thomas .. Kablack (742), Crown
Point, 1IN,
techmart@mail.icongrp.com
* Erting Kindem (742). Farmington,
MN. erlingk@aol.com
Jack Lancaster (742), Clovis, NM.
mandj@3lefties.com
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Charles Oltarzewski (740), Gallatin,
TN. murphB24@aol.com

Wesley Powell (740), Seabrook TX.
wesjulia@gateway.net

* Sid Schoengold (740), Monroe,
TWP, NJ. harsidi@juno.com

* Gus R. Scefluth (742), Lebanon,
OH. gus@go-concepts.com

Walt Shostack (7413, Dayton, OH.
shirlystack@compuserve.com

* (Dr.) Stanely Vogelfang (741),
Houston, TX. stanvog@aol.com

Final Flights

M/Sgr. Grover Cleveland West, Jr.,
8/21/99, 1st Sgt 742nd Bomb
Squadron

5/5gal. Raymond . Ciccone, 11/98,
Aerial Gunner on Louis Dolan’s
Crew, 740th Bomb Squadron

Sat. Joseplt H. Hunt, 1/99, 740th
Bomb Squadron

1/8gt. Rohland F Bessell, 9/3/99,
740th Bomb Squadron

S/8arn, Clifton J. Knott, 107 2499,
742nd Bomb Squadron

T/8gt. Dino Franceschini, 6/15/99,
740th Bomb Squadron

S/Sgt. Richard F. Rushimore, Waist
Gunner, Ed Rigg's Crew, 740th
Bomb Squadron

Qur hearts are with and sympathies
2o 10 the loved ones of the 455th
Members.

What Went Wrong?

This is the story of four people:
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody
and Nobody

There was an important job 1o be
done, and Everybody was sure
tha: Somebody would do it
Anybody could have done it, but
Nobody did it. Somebody gol
angry hecause it was Everybody’s
job. But Everybody still thought
that Somebody would do it. Still
Nobody asked Anybody. It ¢nded
up that the job wasn't done and
Everybody blumed Somebody.
when actually Nobody asked
Anybody.

Chaplains
Corner
Drinking From
My Saucer

I've never made a fortune

And it's probably too late now
Bul I don't worry about that much
I'm happy anyhow

And as | go along life's way

I'm reaping better than [ sow

I'm drinking from my saucer
‘Cause my cup has overflowed.

Haven't got a lot of riches

And sometimes the going’s tough
But I've got loving ones around me
And that makes me rich enough

[ thank God for his blessings

And the mercies He's bestowed

I'm drinking from my saucer
‘Cause my cup has overflowed

Oh, Remember times when things
went wrong

My Faith wore somehow thin
But all at once the dark clouds
SIREING

And sun peeped through again
So Lord, Help me not to gripe
About the tough rows that P've
hoed

I'm drinking from my saucer
‘Cause my cup has overllowed

It God gives me strength ane
courage

When the way grows steep and
rough

I'll not ask for other blessings
I'm already blessed ¢nough

CAnd may I never be too busy

To help others bear their Joads
Then I'll be drinking from my
sducer

‘Cause my cup huas overflowed

Anthor Unkiiown

Keep ‘Em Coming

Keep your war slomes, pho-
tographs, and adventures with the
435th coming. It's what makes the
Cerignola Connection interesting,
and your newsletter, All original
material witt be returned after
printing.




From C E
McMullen Jr.

[ received my copy of the 455th
history book. It brings back memo-
ries that would never have been
recalled without it, [ appreciate the
effort of those whose time and
effort are responsible [or the histor-
ical record of the 455th.

[ was radio operator on the
Robert Katka crew, 741st squadron.
We were a replacement crew that
arrived in late June or carly July. |
do not recall the date but [ do
remember that it was a day or so
after o mission that was o near dis-
aster from a severe fighter atiack
according 1o the crews that related
the information to us. [ do not
recail the 741st being under a fight-
er attack again while T was with
the squadron.

All of our crew is listed in the
book except for Bob Kafka, our
crew commander, and Leonard
Kujawi, our bomburdier. T am
enclosing a picture of our crew
that 1 helieve was taken prior to
our departure from Topeka, Kansas
o @o to Ty,

Harry Wade was promoted 1o
first pilot of another crew thar was
shat up prety badly on or alxout
Novenber 17, He was incapacitat-
edl by [lak wounds to the chest Lt
Dolinski, Co-Pilot (I may have the
name wrong was severely wourd-

-

Front row: Harry Wade, Co-Pilot; Robert Kafka, Pilot, Leonard Kujawa, bom-

bardier; Nate White, Navigator.

Back row: C. E. McMullen, radio operator; Bill Goble, flight engineer; Edward
Chapian (name later changed from Chapootian), tail gunner; Carl Otto, top tur-
ret gunner; Fred Vestal, nose gunner; Hershei Shaffer, armorer.

ced) The navigator was @ young Lt

named Hicks who without pilot
training flew the plane back to Italy
and managed to land it on a fighter
strip. At least one person, the radio
operator named Rhodes was killed,
Wiade received a Silver Star and
Hicks received a Distinguished
Service Medal after the mission.
Nate White (our navigator) was
transferred to Group early in his

tour, We completed our missions in
December. Chapootian and [
remained with the group until the
month of May. We boarded a ship
for our rerurn to the USA on the
day that Germany capitulated, us [
recall it. On arrival in the States T
was eligible for discharge in the
newly announced point system und
wis discharged May 23 al Camp
Shelby Mississippi.

John Is Still
Building N

In the fall '99 issue of the ‘s
Cerignola Connection, pages

four and five, there was an article
abour John Skelton titled Sat.
Sulesman. and it covered the inter
osting story of hosy, out of nothing,
John built 4 house, on huase, over-
seas, 435th Bomb Group. And this
for only $9 — during war time,

I heard from John the other
day. He's been retired for 24 years.
I5 88 years old and is still building,
ITis home is on a 150 {t. by 145 fi.
lot with 75 full grown trees, in the
middle of Tampu, Florida. His pro-

ject has been written up twice, e
"A mun builds a forest to his whim
in the middle of the city.” and A
country escape in the middle of
the city.” e sent me pictures ol
some of his projects, garden gaze-
bo and pony cart for his arand-
daughter.

So if there's a stick of lumber
around — John will make some-
thing out ol it.

Ll
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The idea that no one is perfect is a
view most commonly held by
people with no grandchildren.

Times Running Out!

At this writing onty a4 [ew group
history books remain on inventory.
If you still want one — run, don't
wilk o cheek for 836 1o Gus
Wendt, 4934 Bannock, Sierra
Vista, AZ 85650.

Jid
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Guest: "What on earth do you put
in your mattresses?”

Innkeeper: “The finest straw, sir.”
Guest: “Now | know where ‘the
straw that broke the camel's back’
came from.”



Henry
Molica
Writes —

[ am glad that we have a
Cerignola Connection newsletter, 1L
lets people know thar the 455th
Bomb Groap was all out for them
and their families. I am enclosing a
picture of our crew — we flew 23
missions before the war ended.

Bottam row, L to R — Jim
Middleswarth, tail turret gunner;
George Campbell, engineer; Sam
Mushel, radio operator; Henry
Moilica, bail turret gunner; Orrin
Glidden, top turret gunner: Sam
Contella, nose turret gunner.

Top row, L to R — James Hill, navi-
gator; Glen Pratt, Co-Pifot; Ray
Kirkland, pilot; Ed Drabik, bom-
bardier.

Remembering
the Forgotten
Mechanic

Through the history of world
aviation

Many names have come o the fore
Great deeds of the pust

in our memory will last,

As they're joined by more and more,

When man first started his labor of
auest o conguer the sky

e was designer, mechanic and pilot,
And he built 4 machine that would
fiy...

but somehow the order gol twisted,
And then in the public's eye

The only man that could be seen
Wis the man who knew how o (ly. ..

The pilor was everyvone's Lero,
He was brave,

[e was bold,

- He was grand,

As he stooe by his Datered old
biplane

With his goggles and helmet in
hand. ..

To be sure, these pilots all earned it,
10 fly you have 1o have guts. ..
And they Dlazed their names
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In the hall of Fame
On wings with bailing wire struts...

But for euch of these flving hero's
there were thousands of linde
menown,

And these were the men;

Who worked on the planes

But kept their feet on the ground. ..
We all know the name of Lindbergh,
And we've read of his flight of
fame...

Burt think, if you can,

Of his maintenance mn,

Can you remember his name?

And think of our waurtime hero's,
Gabreski, Jabara, and Scott. ..
Can you tell me ol the names
Of their crew chiefs?

A thousand o one vou cannol, ..

Now pilots are highly trained people,

And wings are not easily won...
But without the work of the
MAdintenanee man

Our pilots would march with «
aun, ..

So when you see mighty aircraft

As they mark their ways through the
i,

The grease-stained man with the
wrench in his hand, is the man who
put them there.

AHOI?_}JH?OH)’

It’s the Soldier!

When the country has been in
neeel;

it has always been the soldier!

It's the soldier, not the newspaper
which has given us the freedom of

the press —

It's the soldier, not the poet who

has given us freedom ol speech —

Its the soldier, not the campus
organizer, who has given us the

frecdom 1o demonstate —

I's the soldier, who salures the

Mlag, and serves under the flag —
It's the soldier, whose coffin is
draped with the [lag, who allows

the protester 10 burn the flag —

And, it's the soldier who is called

upon to defend our way of life!

Author Unknown




A Can of
Paint, A -
Brush, and
Henry
Groen!

I finished basic training in
Keesler Field, s a B3-24 mechanic.
From there they sent me to Salt
Lake City where they organized the
455th Bomb Group. I'rom there we
shipped o Langley Field, VA where
we went through our last phase
training, From there we boarded a
Liberty ship, December 13, 1943
and 33 days later we landed in
Traly.

The first B3-24 1 worked on in
Italy was named Skeeter, Lt Curtis
and crew flew hero After 13 mis-
sions he was checking a co-pilot
out 1o Ist pilot and hit a mountain
killing all abouard except two men
Lt. Waters our engineering Lt divd
in Skeeter,

Also | paimted the nose ari on 3
or 6 B-24s, including Yo Yo, Multa
Bona, Peel O Multa Bona was hit
by Mlak pretry bad and had to ditch
in the Adriatic, This killed seven
nmen.

I have over 300 pictures of the
455th. We develaped these pics in
our fent. We made a contiaet printer
and used a4 B3-24 battery for eneray,
We found a German camera and
used the end roll of film [ron the
pics taken of bomb sirikes on mis-
stons. A soldier by the name of
Turner worked in the photo lab
and lived in our temt. He supplicd
us with hypo and developer, etc.

Two of my paintings hang in
the Air Force Museum in Rov,
Utah.

Ldd: Henry sent me several copies of
his 13-24 paintings and I must say
they are owtstanding and i
Pleased to beve them.

I Am Thankful
For...

..the tuxes 1 pay because it medns
that I'm employed

e mess to clean after 4 party
because it means 1 have been sur-

rounded by friends,

..the clothes that fir a linde too
snug because it means 1 have
enough o cal.

.y shadow who watches me
work because it means T am out in
the sunshine.

4 lawn that needs mowing, win-
dows that need cleaning, and gut-
ters that need lixing because it
meuans [ have a home,

..all the complaining 1 hear about
our government bhecause it means
we have freedom of speech.

the spot 1 find st the far end of
lhc parking fol because it means |
am capable of walking.

-y huge heating bill because it
medans 1 am wanm.

the lady behind me in church
wha sings oft key because it means
that I can hear.

~the piles of laundry and ironing
Pecanse it means my loved ones
aret nearby.

~the alarm that goes ofl in the
carly morning hours because it
means that I'm alive.

cwegriness and aching muscles at
the end of the duay because it
means 1 have been productive,

Advise to B-24
Aviators

[overing is [or pilots who love
e lv, but have no place to go!

You know when you've landed
with wheels up.. It wakes full throt-
tles to 1axi.

IFR...T Follow Roads.

Things that do vou no good in
aviation:

e Altitude above you.

s Runway bchind vou.

e [uel in the truck.

Takeoffs are optional. ..
Landings are manduatory.

Flying is not dangerous...
ing isM!

IUs easy to make a small for-
tune in aviation...you start with u
large fortune.

What's the difference between
GOD and pilots? GOD doesn't
think HE's a pilot!

crash-

Ed Ambrosen
Writes—

Reading the Spring = ¥
1999 edition of the
Cerignola Connection, it behooves
me to make a small addition o the
articic abourt the Mickey of the
455th,

The first mission using radur
wis [lown with the 742nd leading.
1 was the leader on 4 mission (o
Trieste. My co-pilot was then
Colonel Thomas Powers, later
General and Commander of SAC.
The radar hbombuardier wuas 1st LL
George Basler. The target was the
dock area of Trieste. (It was o
“milk run™.

Lid

Remembering
World War 11

I just received word of vour
extremely generous contribution of
£1,000.00 to help us build the
National World War [l Memorial on
the Mall in Washington, D.C.

On hehalt of evervone here
the American Buattle Monuments
Commission, [ want to express my
sincerest rhanks for vour outstand-
ing support. You ure a rare and
very special group. You have truly
cone “dabove and beyond” the call
ol duty, and we are very grateful.

Jeatmes W Ayvlwenrd

Executive Divector

Chaplains R
Corner \>

Here’s a little story to pass

on to those people in your congrega-
tion who can’t decide whether or not
to take part in a servant event:

A man whose heart was heavy
because of all the pain he saw in the
world, decided to take his concemns
to God.

“Dear God,” he cried out, “look at all
the suffering and distress in the
world. Why don't you send help to
the people who need it?”

God looked at him and said, 1 dld
send help. Why do you think | put
YOU there?"



5 March 1944
Subject:
Commendation

To: Commanding Officer, 74 st
Bomb Sq(IT), AAF, APO 520, Us.
Army,

1. On Murch 2, 1944 vour
squadron assigned g maximum
number of airplancs to a group
mission. This same number com-
pleted the mission successtully, and
all made a safe return,

2. Perusal of the records clearly
shows your parnt in (his one mission
to he consistent with your pust per-
formance of maximum effort.

3. This is the first tangible fruit
of long months of preparation and
rraining, This fruit is the sole pur-
pose, aim, and mission ol our orga-
nization,

i. Results reflect good organiza-
tion. teamwark, espirit and morale
Miroughout your unit, Every sec-
ion, every officer, every man in
vour Squadron can justly and right-
tully claim bis due share and part
i your elforts, in the results and in
the reward.

5. 1 wish 1o express my hearty
commendation to you and every
member of your Syuadron on a job
well begun, with high promise of a
jiob well done and finished,

6. Desire this letter be read to
euach man of your organization by
their respective section heads,

Kenneth A Cool
L Col., Aircors,
Connmeaneding

Thanks to Members
of the 455th B.G.

On behall of the National
World War I Memorial Camnpaign, 1
want (o thank vou and the mem-
bers of the 455th Bomb Group
Association, Incorporated [or your
support to the Memorial, Your con-
tribhution of 51,000 will take us
anather step closer to building a
long overdue tribute to America’s
great World War [T generation.

We continue 1o be successful in
reaching our goal ol groundbreak-
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ing ftor the Memorial by Veterans
Day 2000. It is groups such as
vours nationwide that are helping
male this a reality.

Again, thank you for your iner-
est and support.

Bob Patricl

Ed Enghaus Asks...

This is a page from the diary ol

Jim Jackson a crew member of G.

Tanner. We did not know what had
luppened o Lt Hawley. It was his
first mission as first pilot with a
new crew. Is there some way to
find out what did happen to them?

Fuhar was our original planc
we flew from the states.

If my memory is correct 1 think
[t. Lamer was killed on about our
last mission July 2, 4.

Ed: Can you help? jv. Ed Enghaus,
7707 8. Huntsville Rd. Modor, IN
47358.

Did You Know?

Though only 50 miles long, the
excavation nuaterial [rom the
Panama Canal could:
e build 2 wall 1,000 miles longer
than the Grear Wall of Chinu.
e cqual a4 canal 55 feet wide and
10 feet deep, spanning the widest
points of the LS,
e build 63 pyramids the size of the
Pyramid of Cheops that, when put
end-to-end, would streteh nine
miles.
Total cost of the Canul in 1914
5352 million
Today's equivalent cost: Nearly 56
hillion
Total length of the Canal: 50 miles
distance from San Francisco 1o
New York:
via Cape of Magellan-=13,515 mi.
via Panama Canal=6,080 mi.
Distance saveds 7,873 mi.
First completed passage of the
Canal occurred:
Jan. 7, 1914, by the Alexandre
La Valley, a French ship.

Curtiss IV Model D
“Old Number 2”

The second fixed-wing aircraft
purchased by the U.S. Army wuas a
Curtiss 1V Model D, a pusher-type
biplane that was nicknamed “Old
Number 2." It had a wingspan of
30 fect and waus nearly as long. It
weighed 700 1bs. empty. The
engine was 4 Curliss 8-cylinder,
5thp design. The Curtiss was that
first airplane 1o have a (ricycle
landing gear.

Another innovation on this
plane was the set of ailcrons the
Glenn Curtiss installed to control
the roll of the airplane. This dif-
fered from the wing-warping
design used by the Wright
Brothess, Early aireraft were not
easy to control. For example, the
pilot in the Curtiss airplane, wear-
ing a shoulder harness, had to lean
in the direction of the turn to bank
the plane.

In the spring of 1911, "Old
Nuniber 2° was shipped to College
Park, Marylund. Here the 8-cylinder
engine was changed 1o a d-cylinder
engine more suitable for pilot train-
ing. As good us the Curtiss engines
were, they were still apt to stop
unexpectedly at times, One such
emergency caused the Curliss plane
(o make a forced handing on 4
chicken farm in nearby Laurel,
Maryland. Retrieved from the chick-
ens, the plane flew at College Park
untii shipped to Augusta, Georgia,
for winter Hight training during
1911 - 1912,

By April 1912, the Cuntiss plane
was back at College Park where it
was involved in two more acci-
dents, not uncommon in that cra.
Finally the Army shipped ~Old
Number 2, that sturcdy Curtiss vet-
eran, 10 the aviation unit at Texas
City, Texas.

Credit=Verd Koflo, Phi=The Wright
Fiyer




A Tribute to
Hamilton Frost

From the Nashville Banner
May ‘45

Lt. Hamilton Frost
Recounts
Experiences on Air
Missions

One flakked-out engine on his
first mission over Munich, two
missing motors and a crash landing
eight days later, and a blasted
hydraulic system on his final sortie
were the highlights of 1st Lt
Hamilton Frost's nine months ot
combat as a 15th Air Force B-24
copilot,

Veteran of 35 missions and 32
sorties flown from Italy as part of
the recently-victorious Allied air
offensive over Southern Germany
and Northern Italy, Licutenant Frost
is now home on leave visiting lits
parents, Mr, and Mrs, H. E. Frost,
3810 Whitland Avenue. He s
nephew of Marceilus Frost,
Westover Drive,

Getting his combat initiation
last Gotober 4, the Nashville Hier
hit oil and rail targets in mpid fre
succession, briefing nine times for
Vienna, three times for Munich.
twice for Hitler's hideout at
Berchtesgaden.

It was that crash landing on a
return from Vienna that won lor
Lieutenant Frost the Distinguished
Flying Cross.

One engine of “Tepes Time
Gal,” his Liberator, wis shot oul
over the targe; o second was the
victim of [lak on the way hack to
home base. Losing altitude fast,
Lieutenant Frost and crew sent out
an SOS, and air-sea rescue crews
put out power launches on watch
in case the B-24 should crash into
the Adriatic Sea.

Crash landing in an Iwalian
farmer’s back yvard near the British-
held town of san Severo, the limp-
ing B-24 was totally wrecked, but
with only slight injuries 1o the
Crew,

Building a signal fire from oil
and gasoline, the crew sat by the

demolished plane all night listening
to the waves of the ocean they
barely missed and waiting for the
rransportation back to base which
arrived 24 hours later.

Lieutenant Frost flew again the
next day, and the next, hitting
Prague, Lenz, and other centers on
the South Europe bombardment
circuit.

He incidentally combined his
25th mission with the celebration
of an anniversary of his plane. The
flight over Germany was the B-24's
100th mission, her 1.000th combat
hour, The ship went on to stack up
120 missions, a record for any
plane in Lieutenunt Frost’s heavy
homber group.

That last mission in suppart of
the Filth Army in Ttaly ended safely
only when the crew vsed their
heads and a group of handy para-
chutes, The latter, billowed out the
turrets, served as ample make-shift
brakes, when the real ones were
shot out,

Leaving for home on May 6,
Licuten:int Frost received the V-E
Day news at Gibraltar,

As [or living conditions in Italy,
Lieutenant Frost gives a lot of cred-
it to American ingenuity at their
particular bases, “We used the
power plant from a cracked-up
plane to fg up some electric lights:
we coiled pipe units around our
stoves and got hot water; some
ltalian labor built us cement
wilks.” he recalled.

Wearer of the Air Medal with
three Quk Leal Clusters, Licutenant
Frost entered the service in
Oclober, 1942, carning his wings at
Randolph Field, Texas, in
December, 1943,

Lid: Hamiitos Frost is queite il but
mety be reached by mail through
Bris son, Hamilton Frost Jr., Frost
Dental Lab, 104 Harlan Avenne,
Hendersonvifle, IN 37975

Fred Czerwionka
Turns Poet
[ was the upper turret gunner

and engineer with Bill Richard’s
Crew in the 713rd Squadron. T

thought you might use the follow-
ing poem in the “Connection”;

Why We Were
There

We tented in an olive grove, we
Liberator crews,

Our aim was to defeat the Nazi
Huns

for they were resolute to strangie
Freedom in their noose

And all they understood was
bombs and guns.

So we were there to show them
that the world preferred our wuy
Of Freedom, not the way that
Hitler willed:

That we'd engage them bomb for
bomb and gun for gun il they
Surrendered to our cause, or else
be killed.

Our planes name “Liberator” fit the
job we were to do:

To keep peace through the world
in Freedom's name;

And being based where olive
branches, symbols of peace, grew
Impressed on us the reason that
we came!

Thank you for taking on the
job ol being editor of the
"Connection.” We enjoy cvery page
of every issue, May God Dless you
in this good work!

Fred Czerwionkea

An Army cook liked &
to brag about being 1
in the service. One morning after
he cooked up a large order of
scrambled egus for new recruits, he
wrote a letrer o his gidlriend. My
darling — for two hours, shefls
have been bursting all around me.”



From a 741st Squadron Picture Album...

Line chiefs and fine men — McGrath, Utley. Al Hageman, Line chiefs — Mc Coy, John Ritte, Unknown
Day, Mc Daniels, Casey Colman, Lt Berkie, Lt. Waters.

Mechanics of the 741st Bomb Sqd. that finished training in Mechanics, Utley, Day, Berkie, Coleman, Mac, McDaniels,
Langley Field — John Jevisoh, James Green, £. Farmer, L. Albert, Hagman

Day, L.D. McCoy Jr., William Duncan, Leon Horn, Charles

Ford, Lester Roberts, John Schutz, John Tyson, Henry

Groen, J. Bridgehouse, Carf Klein.

741st Ordinance. Groen (did nose art on many pianes), Roberts, mechanic,
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741st orderly room, Welch, Rochnouve, Lockwood, Miller, 741st Operations, Johnson, Buck, Manning, Sullivan.
Beeson, Sharpy. Pellum.

- =

741st §-2, Hornstine, Van Lint, Unknown 741st Photo Lab, L to R: Lope, Turner



John McBain
Writes—

Ed-Ine the fall "99 issue of

the Cerignola Connectioin,

page 24, Editors lament, I wrofe:
Drop me a line once in a while - it
gets lonely during a Wisconsin win-
ter. fohn McBain wrole, making up
Jor all who didn t.

I just wanted to let you know
your efforts in preparing the
Cerignola Connection Newslever is
greatly appreciated.

As instructed in vour “Lditors
Lament=""T paid my dues™ [ pre-
sume they rightfully went to Sicrra
Vista, A7,

I look forward 1o receiving
each copy of the Newsletter with
all of the interesting stories experi-
enced hy members of the 435th.

Most of the people involved in
the Group who are or were associ-
ated with the development of the
newsletler go hack to the early
days of the Group when the mis-
slong wiere very roupd.

We didn't srrive in Cerignola
until December of 1944, We experi-
enced enough to thank the Lord
for his timing regarding our orders.

We didn't have real stories (o
tell — sure a nice slice out of the
rear hatch did have an affect on
one crew member. He used to
have comments dbout 4 crewman
who did a bit of praying during «
reign of those dwrk clouds over the
largel.

The day the hatch received o
nice gasl the loud mouth hap-
pened o be sitting on the hatch.
Since the strike didn't go all the
way through he didn’t know how
close he came to possibly Toosing
everything until we were back at
hase and a member of the ground
crew asked il it had been a liude
rough that day when he pointed 1o
the hole in the lower section of the
hatch — That ended the persons
comments about prayer performed
by others.

We didn't lose an airplane in
combat, but we did lose one after
an engine repair test mip.

Coming in for the lunding on
the final approach when we were
almost down o the runway we lost
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power on one of the engines, just
enough to ke us sink — B-24s
did not glide well, Directly in line
with the runway was u large valve
which I presume carried a source
of tuel.

The left landing gear hir that
vilve, It didn't hurt the vulve but it
did a job on the gear. Our pilot
Leonard JTackson Brunson did a
nice job of holding the weight off
the left gear and we then skidded
(0 4 stop over on the left wing.

They had a lot of good spare
purts to cannibalize from that ship.
Brunson thought he was going to
stay in the Army Air Force tor life
1o pay off a statement of charges
for cach B-24.

The next day when he
appedred at Group Headquarters to
explain what happened o the CO,
the CO shook his hand and said
“Thank you, [ didn’t like that air-
plane. Tt was always cold.”

S0 we werd lucky 1o have
arrived near the closing months.

We were also fortunate enough
to have been assigned 1o Iy home
an arplane,

Wi spit palished that airplane
for it’s trip home, bul then they
decided the British 8th Army need-
ed some supplies up north,
Wooden bins were built into the
homb bay to carry the supplies.
Our crew flew one load up north
then they had other crew [ly a trip.

We didn't like our polished
plane getting dirty and landings
were being made on a dirt field
which was being chewed up by all
the heavies landing, We were afraid
someone would wipe out a landing
gear. [t didnt happen of course.

As you can tell our war prob-
lems were very minor, Nothing for
the historians to write about.

Our trip home was the standard
route. Italy to Murukesh, Arzores,
Gandd and Bradley in Connecticut.

Going into the Azores was
interesting. We [lew along the coast
looking at the clff just off the
water, All of a sudden there was a
black top runway which appeared
to start within feet of the cliff and
then ran up hill.

Brunson always made nice
smooth findings. On one mission
our radio operator had his head
buried in the radio and came up

for air asking when we get back o
the base. We were already on the
ground and halfway down the run-
way.,

At the Azores, Brunson made
one of his beautiful lundings, ran
up the hill and down toward the
end of the strip. About that time
the tower called our ship and said
“LL that was a4 very nice landing
but why didn't vou try our 10,000
(0oL cement runway?”

After an evening of good food,
milk, ice cream and all kinds of
gocdies our stomachs hadn't expe-
rienced in some time we headed
[or Gander the next morning,

Better than halfway, Brunson
oot sick. Te had chills and spent
maost ol the later part of that leg on
the [Toor covered with blankets,
efe.

Our copilot, Richard Miller, did
all of the lying during that period,
However, when we gor in range of
Gunder Brunson got up and said
thar he hadn't flown all the comb:t
missions without getiing killed and
he wasn't ubout 10 on the way
home, He got up and gregsed
Anatner one,

Miller understood Brunson's
feelings und was happy to give up
the responsibility of making the
landing, especially afier having
done all of the flying for a4 number
of hours.

The whole crew wias pleased
that Brunson had recovered sulfi-
ciently to take over at that point.

That about did it. We only had
one more leg into Bradley and
then we dispersed to various areas
of the country.

Brunson and I did write on
occasions and did visit a few times.
We went to Tennessee o [ew limes
and he came to NJ. We heard from
a couple of the crew but no
reunions.

Gad my pen sure ran oll ar the
moutl!

I guess you shouldn't have said
‘it gets lonely during a Wisconsin
winter — drop me a line once in a
while,”

I paid my dues, 1 dropped vou
a line all there is left to say is Have
a Happy [oliday and Great New
Year.

McBein




Fuefing up! Armament.

Engine change. Ground crew on old 938

Crew Chief on old 938 100th mission parly donkey races 7/1944

A



They keep them flying! Checking out a sten!
742nd Maintenance crew.

Armament check, Why are these guys smiling? Missions completed.
L to R: Boucher, engineer; Bahos, radio operator;
Matheson, nose turret gunner

12




Thank You... Thank
You... Thank You!

455th Bomb Group Association

[ wanted to write 10 thank your
organization for the donation of
vour book 455th Bomb Group (H)
to McBride Library. The book is a
welcome addition 10 our coliection
and T am sure it will receive much
usage from our library patrons.

The book has been cataloged
and has been included in the regu-
Lar adult non-fiction book coliec-
tion for World War I1. The interest
by Keesler AFB personnel, includ-
ing retiree’s is keen in this area and
we gel requests on an almost con-
tinual basis for information about
America's participation in World
War H.

Again, please accept my thanks
for your donation of this fine vol-
ume to our library collection. Your
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciar-
el

Witlicon K. Prociice
Fdeeecfonr

boer Bled

g
Liraed ey

T (P |
' .l'.lll:!{:_- 2222

Meise Ms y 15 44

If Your Spouse Gets
a Sudden Hankering
for Army, Navy or
Air Force Gourmet
Dining, Here is the
Recipe —

2 b ground beel

L4 1 butter or margarine

1/2 cup flour

5 cups milk

3 tsp beel bouillon or soup base
1 1/2 thsp instant mincee onion

While Sauee

Melt butter in o 2 172 quart
saucepan, Add Hour and stir until
smooth, Add milk and st until
thickened and smooth. Add houil-
lon and onion. Sinumer over low
heut,

Meanwhile, brown meut and add
without juice to the white siuce.

Continue to simmer 1 hour, stirring
as needed. Divide into @ pint con-
tainers and freeze. Fach pint serves
two. Serve over biscuils or toast.

(This was taken from (15 Army
recipe file and originally was
enough to scrve 200 people. Some
or all of the amounts have been
changed o protect the eater.)

Froni the Retived Qfficor Newsletter,
Credit CWO John Zichel.

The Lib

until now her
name’s hardly been
mentioned

still they've praised all the others
before and 1o extol her is not my
intention

Though her merits are more than a
SCOTC.

She was needed and bomn for a
rEsison

And she has every vight to be
proucd

Toy e 3108 abiost high ireason

Lo sharcler her good name sloud!

[t's 2 wisible et she's no beauty
And her lines are no work of art
But she's up there doing her duty
A pamot right 1o the heart,

she's a4 queen in the sky and she
knows it

She ignores all ridiculous rib

She was numed for queen and she
knows il

Perhaps that's why they christened
her “Lib.”

she goes where the lighting is
toughiest

Be it Berlin, Ploesti or Kiel

And she fights wlhiere the fighting is
roughest

she's as hard as true tenipered
stecl,

When the haal is too long for oth-
ers

Or a load o heavy 1o pack

she's out there ahead of her broth-
Crs

Braving both lighters and [lak

On a run she's as smooth and as
steady

As the pillars of old Hercules

I ir's bombing you want then she's
ready

Just a few of her mernits are these.

I could list two or three dozen

Of her virtues that I've known and
SCCn

As she fignis along side her firse
COLUSIN

The commenduable B-17,

JUis saidd that queens live and dice
roudly

For freedom, for country and more
bul none fight for these things
more proudly

Than our “Liberator™, the B-24

Credit-Briefing Magazine

The poem wes ford onr a budletin
bocared D Stalag Licft HT

Angrst 1944 by Do Divernf (POW)
Awithor Lileown

A Rock From the
Sky...

A rock [rom the sky fell on an
unsuspecting target. [ was o crew
member from the 740h Bamb
Sqcdn, Tt was near the end of the
war, tatgets had become scarcer
and missions fewer. AL our aircrall
parking hard stand there was a
farge rock approximately 50 ww 73
ibs. Wa decided to take it and drop
it on a targer as we returned home
from a mission. For the safety of
our formations we determined that
it should be dropped from the
number seven position of the low
squadron. Later when swe received
an assignment (o that position the
rock was loaded on the aircrah and
the mission was on. Afer dropping
our hombs the Bombardier lined us
up on another target and opened
the omb bay doors. When he said
ombs away the rock was rolleed
out. No targel dmage assessment
was ever made.

M/set Loy C Kestner
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From the National
World War 11
Memorial
Committee —

I am pieased to forward copies
of the Winter 2000, National World
War [I Memorial Campaign
Newsletter. As you will see in the
newsletter articles, we are making
great progress and continue to
attract nation-wide support for the
memorial,

We are stll optimistic about
ground breaking during this vear,
Veteran organizations continue to
play a big role in contributing
towurds this effort. To ensure that
your organization continues 1o get
full credit for all donations we
receive from the organization or its
members, it is very important that
the mail code that you have been
assigned is used on checks or cor-
respondence sent to the campaign.
The mail code for the 455th
Bomb Group Association, Inc. is
VYGOFE.

If you have any question
regarding this or need any addi-
tional information, please contact
me al (703) 696-3121 or Kimberly
Frazier at (703) 696-9274 or call ol
free 1-800-039-4WW2, option #3.

As always, thank vou for your
continual and strong support for
the National World War 11
Memorial.

Bob Patrick

Assist Divector for Veterans Affairs
& Grassrools Progranms

National World War I Memorial

gi)ecial Thanks to
Y

L fie with the mission of the
4 55th Bomb Group Association,
DEDICATED 10 PRESERVING [15
MEMORY AND HERTIAGE, Al Asch,
Group Historian has succeeded in
placing copies of onr bistory, "Flight
of the Vulgar Vultures™, in key
fihravies doross the country. Qur
special tharks go to Al for kis per-
sonal effort and expense. As letters
of thaiks come in we'll publish
theni i the Cerignola Comection.
Fel
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Dear Al:

The story of the Four Hundred
and Fifty-fifth Bombardmeit
Group...is one of the hest BG his-
tories in the Ross Barrett Collection,
Thank you very much. I am
pleased o add it to the Collection.
When [ was checking the cata-
loging network, preparatory to hav-
ing it “officially” added, I noted the
other librarics owning the work,
The Denver Public Library is proud
1o stand amoeng them, Often I have
requests for various BG, squadron
histories, ete. and will now he able
to offer one of the most profession-
ally produced ones as an example.
Please convey my thanks and con-
gratulations to the other authors
and contributors.

Thank you ulso for your refer-
ral in the matter of the Ball of Fire.
I shall look forward 10 hearing
from Mr. Davidson.

In answer Lo your guestions
about the Ross Barrett historical
Acronautics Collection — The
Collection began a5 The result of
public interest and the auspices of
William Barrett, author, aviator, and
aviation consuhant to DPL and
Frederick Ross, Denver philan-
thropist. The original body was
purchased [rom Maggs in London
in 1939, Several other major pur-
chases and numerous large
bequests later complemented the
Collection. In the carly 1970s it was
unfortunately relegated to boxes in
a warehouse due to lack of space.
In 1993 it was resurrected and is
now gradually thriving again. The
Collection is strictly reference and
covers the history of man's flight
from Icarus o the space age. The
history of hallooning is particularly
strong as are the sections on WWI
and WWIIL In addition to books,
several dating to the sixteenth cen-
tury, the Collection includes a con-
siderable area of photographs,
prints, a large collection or war
posters, an outstanding manuscript
collection of Chanute materials and
other manuscripts.

Because the Collection is refer-
ence, many letiers of inquiry are
received and answered each vear

from the United States and abroad.
The Collection, part of the Special
Collections Division of the Library,
is accessible through our general
catalog online, However, other
than the book material, much of
the Collection is not in the online
catalog proper, hence any letter of
inquiry that cannot be answered by
using the catalog would be wel-
come. I would be delighted to
answer any questions vou or your
group may have regarding projects -
research or simply “curiosity.”

Again thank you for vour gen-
erous contributions to the Ross
Barrett Historical A¢ronautics
Collection

Marilyn Chang
The Denver Public Library

Dear Mr. Asch:

I would like to thank you for
the wonderful donation of the
hools Flight of the Vudlgar Vidtures:
1943-1945. This will make a great
adedition o our archive collection
and will be proudly added io the
SAC Museum Library. Your letter
will serve as a donation agreciment
and 1 have enclosed a formal
agreement for your records. The
Musceum has been slowly gathering
group and unit histories over the
vears, The hard work by organiza-
tions like your own will provide
the desired research material {or
generations to come. Again I thank
you [or the wonderful book.

Brian T. York

Asst. Crrator

SAC

Strategic Air Coninicnel Muscerns

Dear Colonel Asch:

Thank you for providing us
with a copy ol 1he Story of the
435th Bonthardment Groufs (H)
WWIL The book chronicles a part
of our Air Force history well worth
marking and passing on 1o future
generalions, We welcome your
book as a source of history and
inspiration.

Our stafl and cadets appreciate

Coninued cn Page 15




Continued from Page 14

the sacrifices of those who gave
their lives in service of their nation,
Gifts like yours keep that apprecia-
tion alive.

Tured ] Qelsirom, Lt Gen, USAF
Superintendent
{hrited States Airforce Acadeny

Dear Colonel Asch:

Thank you very nuich for send-
ing your book titled The Story of
the four Hundred and Fifiy-fifth
Bombardment Group (H) WWil 1o
Lieutenant General Daniel W.
Christman, Superintendent, for
inclusion in the Academy Library.
This carefully prepared and
detailed history of your Bomb
Group will make a fine addition to
the historical coltection. Unit histo-
ries provide information not avait-
able elsewhere on World War 11,
and I know that our cadets and
Ficulry will find your account 1o be
belplul and interesting.

Congratulations on producing
s vitluable record of the contri-

¥ i oyvour growp's B3-24
5. | appreciate your
ghitfulness in making this avail-

e 1o the Liboan

Foninieth W Hedmien
Litrarian
Enited States Military Acadeimy

“Military Ponderables”

Don't look conspicuous, it draws
fire

If the enemy is in range. . .so are
YOLL

Five second fuses only last 3
seconds.

It is generally inadvisable 10 eject
dircctly over the area you just
bombed! '

Things You Didn’t
Know You Didn’t
Know:

= A crocodile can't stick his tongue
Oul.

e A snail can sleep for three vears.
o All Poiar bears are lefi-hunded.

THE 455TH BOMB
GROUP IN COMBAT

(a continuing series)

Mission 199, February 21 The
Group sent 27 B-24’s 10 bomb the
central marshalling yards at
Vienna, Austria. Six aircraft
returned early due to various
malfunctions. Twenty-one aircraft
dropped 39 tons of 500# RDX
bombs on the target by pathfinder
method. Flak in the target area
was intense and accurate. Two air-
craft received extensive damage
and 12 aircraft received light dam-
age. Two crew members received
slight wounds by flak. No enemy
fighters were seen and all but one
aircraft returned to base. This air-
craft landed at Zara, Yugoslavia
and the crew was returned to base
later.

Mission 200, February 22 The
Group again had a double mission.
Twenty-eight B-24's took off to
bomb the Straubing, Germany
marshalling yards. However, the
weather did not accommodate
these planes and they had to set-
tie for an alternate target at
Bischofhofen. No flak was encoun-
tered at the target and few bombs
were dropped. All planes returned
to base safely.

Mission 201, February 22 The
target was the same for 15 B-24’s
loaded with 500# RDX bombs.
They too encountered bad weather
but were able to drop 28.5 tons of
bombs on the marshalling yards at
Bischothofen, Austria with good
results. There was no flak at the
target or en route. All planes
returned to base without incident.

Mission 202, February 23
Twenty-eight B-24’s took off to
bomb the marshalling yards at
Gmund, Germany. Weather condi-
tions prevented any sightings of
the target and all planes returned
to base with their bombs.

Mission 203, February 25 The
Group was briefed to bomb the
main north marshalling yards at
Linz, Austria. Twenty-eight B-24’s
loaded with a mixed load of RDX
and GP 500# bombs successfully
bombed the primary target. They
were escorted by P-38's Flak at
the target was intense and accu-
rate. One aircraft received heavy
damage and four aircraft were
slightly damaged, but all aircratft
returned to base safely.

Mission 204, February 27
Twenty-eight B-24’s took off to
bomb the marshalling yards at
Augsburg, Germany. Twenty-one
of the aircraft bombed the primary
target despite pathfinder trouble on
the lead ship. Three aircraft
bombed the Innsbruck marshalling
yards. One aircraft bombed build-
ings at Wessobrunn, one dropped
its bombs on Swartz and another
dropped its bombs on the Villach,
Austria marshalling yard. Flak at
the target was intense and accu-
rate. One aircraft was hit just
before the target and dropped its
bombs early. It was last seen
heading for Switzerland. Two other
aircraft were missing as well. One
aircraft had a forced landing at
Falconara, italy where two of its
crew were injured on landing.
There were 33 crewmen missing in
action and three crewmen were
severely injured by flak. Four air-
craft had severe damage and 15
received slight damage. Cne radio
man reported that one of the air-
craft reported reaching
Switzerland. Only 24 planes
returned to base and 19 of these
were battle damaged.

Mission 205, February 28
Eighteen B-24's, the red force,
took off at 0705 hours to bomb the
railroad bridge at Isarco/Albes,
ltaly, escorted by P-51's. Flak at
the target was moderate to intense
and accurate. One aircraft was hit
over the target and was last seen

Continued on Page 16 15
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with two engines smoking and los-
ing altitude. A total of 51 tons of
1,000# RDX bombs were dropped
near the target area with results
that were not very satisfactory.
Eight crewmen were reported
missing in action and 17 aircraft
returned to base.

Mission 206, February 28 The
blue force, consisting of 17 B-24’s,
carrying 1,000# RDX bombs took
off at 0755 hours to bomb the
same target, the railroad bridge at
Isarco/Albes. One aircraft returned
early because of engine trouble
and 16 aircraft dropped 46 tons of
bombs on the target area with bet-
ter results, 60% of the bombs fell
within 1,000 feet of the aiming
point. Flak again was moderate
and accurate. Eleven aircraft
received slight flak damage and 16
aircraft returned to base at 1340
hours.

February was over and we had
flown 26 missions. Seven of these
were aborted. We had effectively
put 505 aircraft over the targets
and dropped 840 tons of bombs.
We lost five aircraft and had 41
crewmen missing in action. One
man was killed in action and 16
severely wounded. With weather
conditions as they were, it speaks
highly of the support given by the
ground echelon as well as the
effort put forth by the crews. With
better weather on the horizon,
things would only get better.

Our Final Missions
MARCH 1945

March arrived with some good fly-
ing weather, at |least for the first
three or four days, and the 15th Air
Force took advantage of it. Our
final missions supported the "mop-
ping up” activities of the Allies in
the defeat of the Nazis. The
German defense in northern Italy
still held along the Gothic Line and

16

the battle on the eastern front was
in full swing as we went back to
our attacks on the communication
systems of the enemy.

Mission 207, March 1 At 0900
hours, 18 B-24's took off to bomb
the marshalling yards at Maribor,
Yugoslavia. Eleven aircraft
dropped their bombs on the
secondary target, the marshalling
yards at Jesenice, as the primary
could not be reached due to
weather conditions. Seven aircraft
did not bomb. All aircraft returned
to base.

Mission 208, March 1 At 0830
hours, 16 B-24's took off to bomb
the same Maribor marshalling
yards. Scant but fairly accurate
flak was encountered at the target.
The weather had improved and a
good concentration of bombs were
observed in the target area. All
planes returned safely.

Mission 209, March 2 Twenty-
eight B-24's loaded with 500# RDX
bombs took off to bomb the
marshalling yards at Linz, Austria.
Nineteen planes dropped their
bombs on the primary target by
pathfinder. Five aircraft dropped
their bombs on the Knittiefeld mar-
shalling yards as they could not
line up on the primary. Flak at the
target was moderate to intense
and accurate. All planes returned
tc base safely.

Mission 210, March 4 Seventeen
B-24's took off to bomb the station
yard at Wiener Neustadt, Austria.
All 17 aircraft dropped their bombs
by pathfinder method and returned
to base. No flak or fighters were
encountered.

Mission 211, March 4 Twenty-one
B-24's took off to bomb the prima-
ry target at Brod, Yugoslavia, but
all returned without dropping their
bombs due to bad weather condi-
tions.

Mission 212, March 8 The Group
was scheduled to bomb the rail-
way cars at Novezamke mar-
shalling yards. Twenty-one B-24’s
took off at 0738 hours loaded with
500# RDX bombs. The weather
prevented them from bombing any
target as the Group tried to find
targets of opportunity but none
were found. Three aircraft were
missing due to shortage of fuel.
Two were heading to Zara,
Yugoslavia for refueling and one
plane was reported missing. There
was no flak nor fighters but bad
weather was our foe for the day.

Mission 213, March 8 The second
section, or blue force, took off at
0810 hours with 21 B-24's loaded
the same as red force to bomb the
same target. They had the same
results, as they were unable to
spot even a target of opportunity.
All planes of the biue force
returned to base safely.

Mission 214, March 8 The red
force of 18 B-24's took off ta bomb
the Pragersho marshalling yards.
They were loaded with 500# GP
bombs. One aircraft returned early
because of an oil leak and 18 air-
craft bombed the secondary target,
the marshalling yard at Graz,
Austria. They dropped 42 tons of
bombs by pathfinder method. Flak
at the target was slight and inaccu-
rate. All planes returned to base
safely.

Mission 215, March 9 The blue
force took off with the same bomb
load. Their target was the same
but they were unable tc bomb
because of weather conditicns. All
planes returned to base with their
bombs.

Mission 216, March 10 Twenty-
one B-24’s took off toc bomb the
railroad bridge at Verona Paraona,
Italy. They were loaded with
1,0004# RDX bombs. Two aircraft
returned early due to mechanical
trouble. Nineteen aircraft dropped

Centinued on Page 17
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their bombs with outstanding
results. Over 75% of the bombs
fell within 1,000 feet of the aiming
point. Flak at the target was mod-
erate and very accurale. Cne air-
craft received heavy flak damage
and three were slightly damaged.
All planes returned safely.

Mission 217, March 12 We are
back in the oil business. We put up
a maximum effort of 42 B-24's to
bomb the Florisdorf, Vienna oil
refinery. The load was 500# RDX
bombs. Only 38 aircraft dropped
their bombs by pathfinder method.
Flak at the target was intense but
inaccurate. No results were
observed because of clouds. One
aircraft was missing. It was seen
leaving formation with the pilot
saying he could not feather his
number four engine. Twelve crew-
men were reported missing in
action.

Mission 218, March 13 Twenty-
eight B-24's took off o bomb the
marshalling yards at Regensburg,
Germany. Three aircraft returned
before bombing but 25 dropped
over 52 tons of 500# GP bombs by
pathfinder method. Flak at the tar-
get was slight and inaccurate. All
planes returned to base without
incident.

Mission 219, March 14 Twenty-
cne B-24's of the red force and
another 21 of the blue force con-
solidated their efforts and took off
between 0805 and 0840 hours to
bomb the primary target. They set-
tled on the alternate target of the
marshalling yards at Wiener
Neustadt, Austria. They dropped
93 tons of bombs on the target by
pathfinder method. Flak was not
experienced at the target or en
route. All planes returned to base.

Mission 220, March 15 The red
force of 20 B-24's took off to bomb
their primary target but had to set-
tle for their fourth alternate, the

marshalling yards at Bruck-Leitha,
Austria. Thirteen aircraft dropped
their bombs on the primary target.
Seven others dropped theirs on
the Wiener Neustadt marshalling
yards, a target of opportunity. No
flak nor fighters were encountered.
All planes returned to base.

Mission 221, March 15 The blue
force was unable to bomb its
primary target so 13 of their air-
craft bombed a target of opportuni-
ty, the marshalling yards at
Murzzuschlag. Seven aircraft of
“C” box bombed various targets of
opportunity. All planes returned to
base.

Mission 222, March 16 Red and
blue forces combined and took off
between 0800 and 0830 hours.
Weather prevented the Group from
getting to their primary target so
they bombed the marshalling
yards at Amsteten, Austria. Thirty-
seven B-24's dropped over 87 tons
of 500# GP bombs on the target
with fair results. No enemy resis-
tance was met and all planes
returned safely.

Mission 223, March 18 Forty-two
B-24's took off to bomb the mar-
shalling yards at Muhldorf,
Germany. One aircraft returned
early and 41 aircraft dropped over
116 tons of 1,000# GP bombs with
gocd results. Over 55% fell within
1,000 feet of the aiming point. No
enemy resistance was met and all
planes returned safeiy.

Mission 224, March 20 Forty-two
B-24’s loaded with 500# RDX
bombs took off to bomb the mar-
shalling yards at Wels, Austria. All
42 B-24’s dropped their bombs
with outstanding results. Over 80%
of the bombs fell within 1,000 feet
of the aiming point. Again, there
was no enemy resistance. All
planes returned safely.

Mission 225, March 21 There
were three days of good flying

weather and on the 21st of March,
the group was able to get 42 air-
craft into the air for the third day in
a row, an outstanding effort by the
ground crews. One aircraft
returned early and 41 dropped
over 94 tons of 500# RDX bombs
with outstanding accuracy. Over
87% fell within 1,000 feet of the
aiming point. Flak at the target
area was non-existent but some
flak along the route inflicted slight
damage to one plane. All planes
returned safely.

Mission 226, March 22 This was
the fourth day of good weather
and the red and blue forces again
combined to fly a mission. Forty-
two B-24's took off to bomb the oil
refinery at Kralupy,
Czechoslovakia. This time we
were escorted by P-51's and
P-38’s. The bomb load was 500#
RDX bombs. Two aircraft returned
before bombing and 40 B-24's
dropped 93 tons of bombs. No
enemy resistance was met and all
planes returned to base.

Mission 227, March 23 This was
the fifth day of good flying weather
and the group sent both red and
blue forces to bomb the St.
Valentine Tank Works. Forty-two
B-24's took off between 0805 and
0825 loaded with 1,000# RDX
bombs. There were no early
returns and 42 aircraft dropped
their bombs on the primary target
with very good resuits. Flak at the
target was intense and accurate.
One aircraft was badly damaged
and crash-landed at a nearby field.
Three of the crewmen were seri-
ously injured and six were injured
slightly. Another aircraft landed at
Zaro, Yugoslavia with engines
damaged from flak and the crew
returned to Bari, ltaly by C-47. All
other aircraft returned to base.
Another aircraft landed at Zaro,
Yugoslavia with engines damaged
from flak and the crew returned to
Bari, Italy by C-47.

Continued on Page 18 17
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Mission 228, March 24 This was
the sixth day of fiyable weather.
The group sent both red and blue
forces on a combined mission.
Forty-two B-24's were scheduled
but only 38 took off. One aircraft
returned early and 37 dropped
their bombs on the primary target,
which was the Riem Airdrome at
Munich, Germany. Qver 85 tons of
500# RDX bombs were dropped
with fair results. Flak at the target
was intense and accurate. Four
aircraft received heavy damage
and four slight. All planes returned
to base.

Mission 229, March 25 This was
the seventh straight day of flyable
weather and again the Group
scheduled 42 B-24’s. Thirty-eight
got off the ground to attack the
C.K.D. Liben Tank Works in
Prague, Czechoslovakia. Two air-
craft returned prior to bombing.
Thirty-six aircraft dropped 96 tons
of 1,000# GP bombs with good
resuits. Flak at the target was
moderate and accurate, Three air-
craft received slight damage from
flak. No enemy fighters were seen.
All planes returned to base.

Mission 230, March 26 The
Group sent 28 B-24's loaded with
500# GP bombs to the marshalling
yards at Szombathely, Hungary.
Only six aircraft dropped their
bombs on the primary target as
the weather moved in. Thirteen air-
craft returned their bombs to base,
while seven jetlisoned their bombs
in the Adriatic. Those that dropped
their bombs on the primary did a
good job because over 75% fell
within 1,00 feet of the aiming point.
Flak was moderate and accurate;
one aircraft received heavy dam-
age and ten had slight damage. All
planes returned safely.

Mission 231, March 30 Four
B-24’s took off to bomb the North
Station and Good Depot at Vienna,
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Austria under the cover of weather
to avoid fighters. Two aircraft
dropped their bombs on the prima-
ry and one dropped its bombs on
an alternate target, the Kapfenberg
Tank Works. One aircraft did not
bomb because the primary target
was clear. Results were good as
bomb strikes were seen in the tar-
get area. Flak at target was
intense and accurate. All planes
returned safely.

Mission 232, March 31 The last
day of the month and the group
sent 28 B-24’s to bomb the freight
and locomotive depot at Ling,
Austria. The group was escorted
by P-38's to the target. Three air-
craft returned without bombing.
Eighteen aircraft dropped 33.5
tons of 100# GP bombs on the pri-
mary target. Four aircraft returned
their bombs to base and three air-
craft jettisoned their bombs in the
Adriatic. Results were not
observed. Flak at the target area
was intense and accurate. All
planes returned to base.

March was over and the Group
had flown 26 missions, putting 719
aircraft over the target area. The
Group dropped 1,376.15 tons of
bombs during the month. Whiie no
enemy fighters were shot down
during March, it was because we
were not attacked by them. We
lost three aircraft to flak but only
two of those resulted in a loss of
12 crewmen as the third aircraft
crash landed and most of the crew
escaped with minor injuries. We
had six men severely wounded
and three received minor wounds.
The concentration of flak around
the major targets seemed lo be
increasing as the Germans
appeared to be “circling their
wagons” for the final altack.

APRIL 1945

April started off with a continuation
of March's good weather. Our tar-
gets this month would be troop

concentrations and communica-
tions. By communications we were
including marshalling yards, rail-
roads bridges and depots. We
would hit one oil depot as our last
effort against oil resources. The
war was fast coming to an end and
we hastened it a littte with our
effort.

Mission 233, April 1 The Group
sent 28 B-24's loaded with 1,000#
RDX bombs to bomb the raiiroad
bridge at Kreglach. One aircraft
returned prior to bombing with
engine trouble. Twenty-seven air-
craft dropped 78 tons of bombs on
the target. Results were not
observed because of smoke in the
target area. No flak was experi-
enced and no enemy fighters were
seen. All planes returned to base.

Mission 234, April 2 The Group
sent 28 B-24's to bomb the mar-
shalling yards at Krems, Austria.
One aircraft returned prior to
bombing because of low engine oil
pressure. Twenty-seven aircraft
dropped over 65 tons of 500# RDX
hombs in the target area with out-
standing resuits as 87% of the
bombs fell within 1,000 feet of the
aiming point. There was no flak at
the target and non en route, All
planes returned safely.

Mission 235, April 5 Twenty-eight
B-24’s took off to bomb the rail-
road bridge at Verona, ltaly.
Weather prevented them from
reaching the target so all planes
returned to base, aborting the
mission.

Mission 236, April 6 Six B-24's
loaded with fragmentation bombs
attacked the flak emplacements at
Verona, Italy. They dropped 14
tons of bombs with poor resuits.
Flak at the target was moderate
and accurate. All planes returned
safely without casualties.
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Where Will We
Have the 2001
Reunion?

At our last reunion in San
Diego it was decided we would try
something new, Give the member-
ship a say in where we'll have the
2001 Reunion. The members voted
that we should have the reunion in
the Central or Eastern tirne zone. In
addition, they decided to limit con-
sideration to five locations, They
are Minneapolis, MN.: Dearborn,
MI.; St. Louis, MO.; Houston, TX,,
or Central Florida, (Orlando area).

In addition, those at the
reunion expressed a little disap-
pointment that we didn’t have our
own private bar, ds we usually do.
Il should be noted that certain
locations, that are strongly union-
ized, will not allow private bars. At
San Diego we had an agreement
that we could operate our own har,
bul we fiad to have their bartender
in the room, watching to make
sure we didn't give liquor 1o
minors, ete. If we had (o pay for a

“an, swe Chose 1o have hing work.
Thus, no private bar
Al ome suiepested location, find-

ing a place that can serve 350 per-
=ons for our banquet, is a prablem.
ihe location is Orlando. It is a fam-
ily oriented operation, As a result,
finding a location that has a large
dining room for & Banquet, forces
us to look 4 litle beyond a specific
site. Thus, we indicate, Central
Florida instead of Orlando.

Listed helow are some facts fur-
nished 10 us by Armed Vorces
Reunion, Inc. {They are the oulfit
that provided us with lot of assis-
tance at our last reunion). Look
these sites over and then send us a
posteard indicating your choice.
We'll do the rest.

MINNEAPOLIS
When; Shortly after school starts.
Mid-September.
Room Cost; 390 1o $100 per night.
Private Bar Allowed; No.
Discussion; Beautiful area with a
lot of history.

DEARBORN
When, Shortly after school starts.
Mid-September.
Room Cost; $90 to $100 per night.
Private Bar Allowed; No.
Discussion; A lot of history and
MUSEUMS.
ST. LOUIS
When,; Mid-September thru mid-
October.
Room Cost; $65 to $75 per night.
Private Bar Allowed; Yes.
Discussion: A lot of historical sites
and things 1o see. Holels are close
1o the airport.
HOUSTON
When; Late September thru end of
October.
Room Cost; $75 to 590 per night.
Private Bar Allowed; Mayhe
{depending on the location)
Discussion; A modern town with a
lor of things to see.
CENTRAL FLORIDA
When; October (not during school
Dreak)
Room Cost; §70 to $80 per night.
Private Bar Allowed; Probably
(depending on where we choose.)
Discussion: Family orfented. Muny
things 1o sce and do, but they
require considerable walking.
(Even visit Cape Canaveral)
well, there you see it Give us
vour vate. Write us a postcard and
send it 10;
455th Bomb Group, Assoc.
P.O. Box 4043
Sierra Vista, AZ 85636

Members of the
455th Bomb Group
Association

[t is my very sad duty to advise
you that Margoric Riggs, wife of
our past President Bd Riggs, passed
awav on 7 March.

Marge, Ed and Eds’ son, had
just finished dinner at 4 local
restavrant, Saturday night the 4th,
when Marge complained of not
feeling oo well and advised Ed she
wais going to their car. She col-
lapsed before reaching the car, She
was immedistely rushed to the hos-

pital and it was determined she
had a lower abdominal aneurism,
Surgery was performed successful-
ly. However, the next day she had
pneumonia. She responded well 1o
antibiotics and all thought she was
on her way to recovery. However,
Tuesday morning she made & turn
for the worse and she passed away
that evening.

Funeral services were held
Friday afternoon at the John Knox
Presbyterian Church in Tulsa.

The 455th Bomb Group
Association sent a floral arrange-
ment for the funeral. If you desire
to send condolences, Ed's address
iS;

LTC. USAF (Ret) C.E. Riggs
3415 So. 85th East Ave,
Tulsa, OK 74145-3840

Sadly

Gies H Wendt, Jr.
Ivecutive Divectow Treasurer

There’s a Life
Membership in the
455th Bomb Group
Association
Awaiting You!

Board votes to change
cost of life memberships.

During the 1999 Board of
Directors meeting in San Diego, the
Directors voted to change the cost
of becoming o Life Member from
$100 to $60. This change will
become effective with the 2000 FY
vear, which is November 1999, In
addition, Annual Members who
had paid their dues for the last 10
consecutive years thru 1999 can
become Life Members for §23. If
any of these members have already
paid their dues for 2000, they can
hecome Life Members for an addi-
tional $10. This reduction recog-
nizes that our life expectancy has
changed since 1988 when the origi-
nal charges for Life Membership
were established.
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Missing or Inaccurate
Addresses.

MIA? WE NEED
YOUR HELP!

The Postal Service advises us
thal it cannot deliver the
Cerignola Connection 1o our
members listed below. Thus, we
have deleted them from our

mailing list. They are still on our

membership roster. Those with
an asterisk in front of their fivst
name, have appeared in the
MIA list for one vear. They will
be deleted from the next MIA
listing.

- Murray Abromowilz, 3803
Willtamsburg Rd., Cincinnatti,
Ol 45215

* George E Bercik, 10318
Indianapolis Blvd, Chicago, IL
60017

If anyone knows the where-
abouts or has any information
about these members, please let
us know so we can bring our
cdatabase up to date. Names pre-
ceded by an asterisk will be
deleted permanently from our
mailing list if no verifiable infor-
mation is received. Send info o
455th Bomb Group Assoc.,
Sierra Vista, AZ 85636-4043.

o0 § § oo

| don’t understand some of the
plastic surgeries people get these
days. | remember when “bringing
up the rear” was a military term,

Medrc anyone? 742nd Sqd. Fronf F:‘ow'L to H Lesena Lesrer Krarzer
MecNally, Daniel Durkee. Back Row, L to R — Capl. Biackman, Unk, Unk,

Henderson, Remanasez.

HELP!

[n the Spring 1999 issue of
the Cerignola Connection, page
20, Top left picture you list an
LINK between Bill Disbrow and
Kenny Vinchet. The UNK is Don
S. Keegan, then from Monroe,
Michigan.

Don was a bombardier in
the 741st Squadron and was a
tent mate along with Bob
Crowlev, Lew Nixon and mysclf,

I maintained contact with
Crowley while at Purdue but
then lost hinw I've never heen
able to find Keegan since ltaly.
(scarched the Web ete.) 'mostill
in touch with Nixon and Gus
Wendt frequently.

It you have any other com-
ments from anyone since you

published that picture, I'd
appreciate the names so 1 could
call them for any Keegan inlo
they could give me.

Hope you and yours are in
good health. Thanks for any
Lielp you ¢an give me on
Keegan.

Bill Crim

2275 Fstes St
Lakewood, CO 80215
(503) 237-3645

455th Bomb Group Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 4043
Sierra Vista, AZ 85636
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