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Bucharest M/Y

7 May 1544

MISSION NO. 43
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HEADQUARTERS
455th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H), AAF,

7 May 1944.

FIELD ORDER)
NUMBER  43)

Maps: 1/500,000 of NAPOLI, CHIETI, SHKRODA, SOFIA, BEOGRAD, BRASOV,
and BUCURESTI.
1. 8. ENEMY DEFENSE:

(1) Target is BUCHAREST M/Y. Secondary target is industrial center
of BUCHAREST by Pathfinder. Last resort is CRAIOVA M/Y. There

are 118 heavy A/A guns in the target area.

(2) Fifty to sixty single-engine and fifteen to twenty twin-engine
enemy fighters may be encountered.

b. FRIENDLY FORCES:

(1) Nonse.
(2) One Group P-38s will rendezvous at 43/43N, 20/41E at 1005B.

2. Thirty-six plus spares B-24s of this Group will attack BUCHAREST M/Y,
from 11-1 to 0/P 7 on Briefing Chart 11-10-NA, using 500# GP bombs
with .1 second nose and half .0l and half .025 tail fuzes.

3. This Group will attack target in two attack units of 18 plus spares each
second unit stacked down. Unit leaders will sight for range and deflec-
tion, box leaders for range, others toggle on leaders. Bombing altitude
will be 20,000 feet, intervalometer setting 100 feet. Rallg right turning
inside (north of) RUSCHUK and GIURGIU to not less then 180~ heading.
Route back will be to Turn Point 44{04N, 25/03E to Key Point 42/17N,
18/51E to Base. Bach ship in lead unit will load four cartons of window
and dispense same from three minutes before IP e flak is finished.

4« No change.

50 _q._. Command 00909530000 0008009300080 6440 Kes
B By Tl asiinsasinsaiveinismidesnl hI0s Bo8
Interplene ccscesssesssssosssss "BY Channel
Collective Call Sign «sssss0s0 Searchlight Four Two
IFF to be used in accordance with latest instructions.
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(FIELD ORDER No. 43, continued)

5. b. None.

c. (1) None.

(2) Group leader eosspdond0OBBRBBEOODE Major H. We LANFORD
Deputy group leader esvse0dPOOOOS M&jor J‘ D. RED-ER.

By order of Lt. Col. COOL:

HUGH R. GRAFF
Major, Air Corps
Operations Officer.

jor, Air C
operations Officer.

ANNEXES:

1. Briefing OQutline

2. Mission Statistics.

3, Opns Order 117, 304th Tg
DISTRIBUTION:

1 ea Sq Opns
1 Gp S-2
1 Gp S-3
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(Annex 1, Field Order 43, TnMay 1944)

B T‘x&@Iﬁ@ QU L "2.

No. of airecraft on mission S e na v B H-24§fﬁ _

Groupd 1€80eIr cececvssscscsscssescocccens Major E;uHCfD
Dewutv oroup 1€80eIr .ecscsesovarcercee {ajor :MD
Secona.Unit 1€80€Y coscessssosscsesnssve Lt. RODEEQ

Jecond deputy leader cececesceccscoccccs Lt. KEAHEY =
Other 1roﬁms‘on MiSSiON eececcccsccscs 454, 456, 450 BGs,

L

Li?\l’\tler eSCOY"t 0.'..0"...00....0...'. 1: ‘~I‘ up '—3 Sl :
e o 0o & o @ -]OI/ESOOT' Gr .J, V‘]J <Jn .l SeC

nose and half .01l and
half .025 tall fuzes.
O, AmURItIoNn V.. i v s rseey e e e 5200 rounds .50 cgl. :
10. Gas and 01l 108G eccesovevorncconacce 2700 gals, full 0il service,
11, Time at B2tatlond .ecsscsscevarsovsose 653508, i
12, Takeoff Instructionsd ..csececcsecsccsos Taxi to Worth for T/0 to
south at 0800B.
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SAN GIOVAN] at 3000' at O848B.
456 ,459) at

Guilia at 4 feet at 0850B.,
14, Course to target . cecesessecaans Base to Key Folint BUDVA (42 17
| 18 51E) to Turn Point 42 42N, 19 10E, to
Turn Point PECENSIA (44 52N, 22 24E) to
I.P. to target. Altitude at Key Point
14000 feet at 0940B.
15, Time at target ceeeeccecccceccccae 1308
16. ROLUPrD BOUDPEE i.eiusssissssensess To Talm Fpind (44 04N, 25 O3E)
to Turn Point (42 40N, 19 10E) to Key
Point (42 17N, 18 51E) to Base.
P7 AR A ] POINE e sin o vin sie e se s s LUNGUDETUL (44 37N, 25 4OE)
18, AxiS OF 2ttACK seveveessosassssse 117 degrees M.
&

1
ond Combat wing (
000

19. Bombing Formatlon .eeeseesescesss 9 ship front with second
attack unit stacked down. ;ox lead bom-
bardiers kill P”u on their part target.

20. Bombardier Information .......... Lead ship sight for range and
deflection, box lead for range, others
sight for range and deflectlon. Sombing
altitude 20,000' LAQ 160 mph, LanLVulO—
meter Ceublh% ioo ,target elevation 510",

21, Direction of rally eceeccecescvosce Right uUBPlﬂ” inside (North of

RUSCHUK and GIURGIU to not less than 180°,
22, Weather Forecgst: Plan ABLE,

Synoptic situation: Low over NW Germany will move east SE about 18
11 th cold front orianted NNE-SS8W through station 314 in N Italy
at 10,9 ;n the Tth. Low pressure system seems to be developin over

7 VY

£ e mAA NS 5
Yroaeryl oal'dlillld.

VEQ) Wi Ul
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Annex 1, F.C 33, continued.

BASES FOR RENDEZVCOUSS : i ,
d tope at 8 thend. 8 1O 10/10

2 to 4/10 low clouds at 5 thsn “ths
riddle clouds at 13 thsnd tops at 18 thend. 6/8/10 clrrus at

2% thsnd tops at 25 thend. Visibility 10 miles in haze.

surface wind SSE 12 mphe

From bases to Yugoslavian coasts 4 to 6/10 low clouds
at 5 thsnd tops at & thend. 3/10 mlddle clouds at 13 thsnd tops
ot 18 thend. 6 to T/10 cirrus at 2% thend tops at 25 thsnd. Raln
showers. Visibility 10 miles.

Across mountains: 4/10 low clouds at 5 thsnd tops to
10 thend. 4410 middle clouds 2t 1% thsnd tops at 18 thsnd. 6 to
8/10 cirrus at 23 thend tops at 25 thsnd. Rain showers. Vieibility
6 to 8 miles.
From mountains to target: 3/10 cunulus at 6 thsnd tops
at 10 thsnd. 4/10 middle clouds at 13 thsnd tops at 18 thsnd.
6/10 cirrus at 23 thsnd tops at 25 thend. Visibility 10 to 15
miles in haze.

Target: 2 to 3/10 low clouds at 6 thsnd tops at 10 thend. 2/10
Tiddle clouds at 1% thend tops at 18 thsnd. 2 to 3/10 cirrus at
2% thend tops at 25 thsnd. Visibility 10 miles in haze.

surface wind SW 8 to 10 mph.

Surface Lemperatur® .cecsssssess DlUS 14 deg C

SUPface PrEeSSUr® ..secevsscsssse 29,94 lnches,

Temperature at 22500 feet ...... minus 25 deg C

WINDS ALOFT: 5000 feetl 250 deg 15 mph
10000 feet 260 deg 20 mph
15000 feet 250 deg 35 mph
20000 feet 270 deg 45 mph

25000 feet 270 deg 50 mph

Route backs ©OSame as Route out.

Bases on return: 5/10 low clouds at 5 thsnd tops at 10 thsnd.
4/10_m1dd1e clouds at 13 thsnd tops at 18 thsnd. 5 to 7/10 high
clouds at 23 thsnd tops at 25 thsnd. Visibility 10 to 15 miles.

P B

Surface wind south 12 mph,

FREEZING LEFNEL: 10000 feet,

DENTIAL

b
‘._

CON

| e | e —————
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(Annex 2, Field Order 43, Mission #38)

MISSION STATISTICS.

39 A/C @ff Scheduled
35 off: Pendleton 264, 740th Sq, ignition harness trouble.

Hynson 167, 740th Sa, #1 engine carburetor trouble.
christenson 099, 74lst Sq, #3 prop governor inop.
Turner 120, 743rd Sq, #4 magneto inop.

740th Bomb Sg:

9 4/C off

8 Over target

9 Returned

1 Eerly return: Saine 748, at 0936, Pilot sick.
0 Prior return

741st Bomb Sq:

9 A/C Off
7 Over target
Returned

9
0 Early return
2 Prior return: Hudson 476 at 1210, couldn't find formation after late start.

Jordan 249 at 1230, engine feathered, prop gov inop.

742nd Bomb Sq:

9 A/C Off
8 Over target
9 Returned

0 Eerly return
1 Prior return: Keil 200 at 1347, #2 engine emcessive oil leak.

743rd Bomb 593

8 A/C off

7 Over target

8 Returned

1 Early return: Keshey 283 at 1146, #2 supercharger inop.

1 Prior return: Markham 347 at 1234, #1 eng induction system, caused by
flek from previous daye.

Double sortie credit.

Combat timej 7:90.
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(operations order Wo 117, aa ‘6 uay bh, Cond a)
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MISSION No. 38 MI35I0n STATISTICS
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A—2 SLDTION

APO 520

CONFIRMING MISSION REPORT

1.HQ. 455TH BOMB GROUP (H) AAF

COAPTLIBDENTIAL

MISSION NUMBER  ag
2, STATISTICAL SUMIMARY
A. Sorties 33
B. Early Returns i
C. 4/C Bombing.
D. Tonnage Dropped 71,5 i
FE. Our Losses, Flak 0 b
E/A %, 10
Other #] 5.
Missing Q i
Damaged Flak Q Severe 313 Slight JESE, . SENE Y
E/A AR il 4 &
Other 0 n 4 - 23 L
F. Victories Dest in Air | 58
Probeble g L
Damaged i 11
Dest on Gnd AT
Damaged g
G. Casualties Miss in A ) 1LE
Killed 5
Wounded-serious ¥ 3
3. At9 hoursI¥ B-24's took off to bomb BUCHARIET W/y ROUMANIA,
L. Escorted by 20 J"’*' ‘
: E b 1L0% »..:, £ tt 10 ) &t "sf;/
v 8. % petid eaxly% . GG O ®as inon ive, this
{ ‘LC T G TTLE T LA DUe LETE Ti Lo
b ' I'(,t d pI‘lOI’g B | ; Ueaet ) Gavtine &
engins D0 1w, OO ren away, this ¢ eturned 10 bonbe to b 26§
f« LK Dolo in 134 Sl couldnl t stey with form: tLion
Gis 8, ; A/C dropped™®® WY b, (el  tons) GePs ol s6e mos gy & U1 mee tall,
; (Iio) :  (tvpe) (fu51ng) 028 pee tuil,
bombs on | target athds hrs. fromQ,000 to 21.000 ft.
b. of a2bove X ib. ( tons)
no place reasons
c. dropped X 1% tons) bombs on
other target, where, why
gilve disposition of any bombs not dropped
d. ___ returned '3 1b. bombs to base
give reasons
£a jettisoned 3* 1b. bombs at,
place, reasons.
7. a. *?  A/c returned o 8495 hours A/C are at
place
Be' o A6 lost et *
time place circumgtances
c. A/C missing end last seen at i
time place
circumstances : ¥
8. Personnel casualties were "
j position degree of injury

e

seﬂ
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9.t RESULTS :

bs of lead etteck undt fell to right of sssigned Sergets h?ﬂbtﬁ -
P v unit\nlt in bulge of m/y, but main concentration fell to right.
‘:—*‘V‘“’l hits were obuerved. in .‘1/ Y ond on RR tracks,
10. ENEMY RESISTANCE:

a. Fighters:

Mo neriines were noted. loblng ex losive shells &t formeation
Ao roxinetely 10 Me 109s, 3 PW 190%'s were soen in target grf&.

8 attacks were nmade against this groupes ¥ box weg attocked by 4 Me ‘%fl)'« pnd 2

Fi A501s, the abbucke eomiag from lowy it 3 .‘?,k"""‘ ¥ ol f*i.om{, ore x Al(.)'i! .f"’"b"l

high at 11 o'glock, sweepdng wder fornation &t § o'clock, the ¥/) *

9 - 3 1'% . o g % W o Sl - S iy TE RG] * 5 s
Trom W 1o r\ 0 "l“.T-“f‘?f‘,’g e YR HEs RUTRECTeS T Ont e 10 from 'O

st 1 A Ton oy by p % o, yw - I Y "‘::"'""f
)umgtIﬂﬂK{a) il beek thr ,ij ¢ formation at 7 ofe )L‘

¥ yeive 20 M i ghella. oune B8 obecrved flying
-‘ v (T 4 e T i3 MiBG, VEIY aeQuiue 4 3.3:-.1::,, Eevy
4 i o KAl g G i 0
t: t ilI;‘ ..-,._.i:;.‘ :J’/ ,-l :- 5 i (1§ G ".t‘ 5 T },xd..-‘..,’ 143 '.," SCCIrEa e § .
% .Aj I A9800/2708, siisg t, inccoural ok 4 Likky Crewg re Lkl
e - , T N o S T S R T T i O
118 oy Ay o #trimg out slong rosd or reilre
a. Communications:
w4 / :".. c 1‘: ‘. 3O 1 A -1"::‘, LR dakiy 1“:’ »niy ‘
30 TR bnerw 1 ¥ 24 13 &% gonG CLon O
b arv ¢ 3 / R .')f L i ’.‘L ¥ s LIGH l # } .:“(:' J A ‘:
n of I e ey &1 ’ L WY LIOTR/EBITE ut 1147 s from
g Tl At ASLAN/ 200 from 114t J £t ot 1300 hours & long e in red
- i i T 4 V- 2084 ‘P &5} _‘,’, L3 i'u,
e, »En@my Alr Iﬁs%cllatﬂon 'cnd'%ctlv t 1 2 1t10n %0 encount%rs~
TOZinotael : XV Gl
“
m - : & { o " i " L& Y 3 T
% SNl Y F. 2 Sy Al L gt Ay | g Y & ‘-L_.
g tae 1§ J i/ | L5 3 } de &
13 eav G m 1§ Vil 4N 3 t 1019 hour iR £,
v i f— ': o .-L e

c. dFlak Positions:

d+ Smoke Screens, Camouflage, Balloons etc:

e. Navel:

s - .
¢ 4 %
2
" 1B . i
] & » 4
2 Y > ) ¥ i
T.L, i .'-"(z IR A €L U ~:
5 . " T - TP T %3 dr
L T L
ko 24 =y o - & . 4 . 5 _—
A 14 & 5 CMI LY SOk ! Fs G 8 i } ?\,?
4 Piatic 3
A% ¥ - >
any B A& e - L at do T
" -
& e & i & CrE
I "? -

% w25 o B oadasaansr  « 1§ 0 o R L PR Y
id 1i¢ ':{»‘ AT Wk Ak L g A ) v & 0 @

13. PHOTOGRAPHS TuKEN:

14. COURSE: 5 B~dii Cumeras took target erog end bemd fells, it
. ° < " ’
i velleved that complete cove g not ineds.

N/

. “f’

Time Received Time Forwarded

Initials/Signature | Initials/Signature

CONFIDENTIAL
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ANNEX TO CONFIRMING MISSION REPORT NUMBER 38, DATED 7 MAY 1944, 455TH BOMB GROUP.

5: by conttd,
this A/C jett 10 bombs at 4207N/1838E3 one because it lost oil presgsure,
and one engine wag out, this A/C - Jeit 10 bonbs &t LL500/23158F

ALVIN E, CJQX‘?S ?
Major, Air Cor
1 D

Ah, A Rt =R g v ,
time place circumgtances
Cs A/C missing and last seen at H
time place
circum '
8. Personnel pAaaldd an —e b :

\
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740 718

Lt saine
Lt Laffey
L‘ wm Jo Ae
Lt Aslp
T/Sg% Barrons

740 939

1t pacl

1t mmrphy

1t Dmory

Lt Sw=nson
&/sgt Greham

7h0 99l

1t Beekner

Lt Ensminge®
¥/0 Brandstedter
Lt Levin

7/Sgt Johnson

e 234

1% Scrimshaw
1t grissom
Lt Blenco

1t S5telle

740 Thi

1t Griffin
1%t lebsock
1t gilliem
Lt Stewartson
s/sgt Belvin

Lt Prosser

Lt Kelley

Lt Frantz

Lt xrats
7/Sgt Marhenke

LOADING LIST

S/7/44

57176l

5/1/uk

5/T/4h

5/

DECLASSIFIED
Authority MWVP 745005

T/Sgt Amoruse

I

s/sgt Bolling
e/sgt Sievers

sgt Schoene

sSgt Du Beau

sgt Hollinsworth
sgt Lauer

¢pl Jozefowicz

T/agt collum
s/sgt Hayes
s/sgt cumakis
s/sgt Harris
s/5gt symkowicz

\
5
N

NS
Ny
A

1/sgt hoherty
s/Sgt Thomas
s/sgt saxcrs
sfsgt quenr
s/sgé podgson

sgt Louthan Sy
sgt Manning .
cgt Yaus

S/sgt Lubeck \

s/sgt villiams

Sgt Gneaﬂel : ;‘"‘\_ \

7/Sgt sustin

8/5gs Collins “
s/sgt Carney \
5/ Sst mg A\
s/sgt Hubsch




Lt Hansen

Lt ward s/sgt Berg

Lt pean. /e Codvors
Lt-D ,\
T/ et 1458 | s/5gt posenfiell

351
it Johnson De

p/gkgqbinson s/ogt Merrill
§§ ?22?&15 el

a/Sgt Freceman s/sgt yohnson Re
iof &2 ’

7.0 081 /T/hk

| Lt crawford séigt ?;Si Ems
| Sge Me
1t Johnson ReWe
Lt custafson sgt Crysek
Lt conner s/sgt Fortson
Sgt Imburg Sgt Faut
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7418T BOD ARDMINT SOUADRON (H /-L_x
1,55TH SOIBARDMINT GROUP (H) AAT

A.F"’. No. 520 U. 8. Arny
Sl A_p,r__l(%] ,L%Ju...__
LOADING LIBT -
4/C NUMBER 249 DESTINATION . T /0
oy T e haate o Eor BUN Bre de R Edmrts

NAVIGL T0R L. George W. Moore V“TS WLEW? S/Set. Russell lorriss
BOIBARDIZR Lt. Charles Loercher BALL "UR CNR S/Sgt. Edesr Sherrick
RADIO T/Sgt. Mahlon Friot TATL TUR GIR 5/Sgt. Joserh Fisher

A/C WUIBER 765 BESERATION D s R

PTLOT lejor Horace W. Lanford [OF TUR GNRT/Set. Irlen D. Hudson
CO-PILOT #ajor Ruscell J. Welsh \“J ibm %[JISJL u;gﬁ't D:’hnc, 1d Libby
NAVIGLTORLb. lewilliams, Jacksc ST S/8gt. Thomas lbran
BOMBARDIER It. Michale Caltﬁp iﬁ KNKKKKEX Nav. Lt. Crews

RADIO S/Sgt. Ernest Swales TAIL TUR GNR S/ggt. JbhHn Boise

L/C NUMBER 216 __DESTINATION k| e T/0 G
PILOT Lt. Myles Walter . TOP TUR GIR S/Sgt. Michael Skratsky
- CO-PI10T Mijor Jack Reeder WAIST RIGHT S/Sgt. Harry B. Davis
NAVIGATORLt. Claris Stronen WAIST LEFT $S/Sgt. Leon V. Hamby
BOLBARDIER 1t. Richard He art BALL TUR GHNE Q/C“ﬂ' Curtis

RADIO '/Set, William R. Beard TAIL TUR GIR S/8gt. Robert G. Carscn
A/C NUMBER 105 _ DESTINATION - T/0/

PIIOT Lt. Richard J De
CO-PILOT Lt. Woodley
NAVIGATORLE. Pokora,

TOP TUR GNR T/Sgt. Webb Patterson
VAIST RIGHT S/8gt. Ernest Pearson
WAIST LEFT S/%et. J. B. Vanaman

BOIBARDIERLt. James T. Efurd BALL TUR GIR o/Sgt M. Wise

RADIO 1/Sgt. Robert sverill TATL TUR GIR 8/8gt. Fronk E. Squires
A/C NUIBER 257  DESTINATION 3 T/0

PILOT Lt. Winfield Bowers ‘“0“ TUR GNR T/Sgt. Frank Fox
CO-PILOT 1t,. Ha I'lﬂéb@ﬁ : WATST RICET S S/Sgt. Milton DeMosh
NAVIGA _LOH.ITQ. Brinal WATET TR ‘\/Sp « Hubert Townsend

BOIBARDIZR Lt. Nathan Bailen  BoTL TUR CIRBVE. Clarence lbser
RADIO T/Sgt. Romadl A. Gaehble TaEL TR GBHT/Sgt. Richard Pendleton

A/C NUMBER 241 _ DESTINATION O

prroT Lt. John R. Brashear TOP TUR CNR T/Sgt Dale Fortson

S0-RIL0TEL., bgjdop Mith WATST RIGHT S/Sgt. Weston Keen

NAVIGATOR Lt. Robett Regnier UAIST LEFT S/Sgt. Burgess.lindsay

BOMBARDIERLt. George Elkerton BALL TUX CNRS/Sgt. Vietor Kirby

RADIO 1/Sgt. EA Korzeniewski TAIL TUR GNRS/8gt. Terry Andrews
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PILOT Lt. Bernard Keogh
CO-PIIOTLt. Merfiled
DAVIGLTORLt, Grimm
BOIBARDTIR Lt. Crowley
RADIOS/Sgt. Cornell
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A/C NUIBER DESTII

PTIOYW Lt. BEugene Hudsor
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IATTON T/0
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TOP TUR (IR S8/Sgt. Mirefield
IA (S AIGMT Sgt. Huggins
WATIST LEFT Sgt. Paslat
BALL TUR YR Sgt. Flate

TATL TUR GI'R Sgt. Watson

i Gl

NATTON Sk

cmmin o S

TOP TUR ! T/Sgt.

Prencis Beeler

CO-PILOT Bt Jamesg H. Smith WATST 1TCHE S/sgt. Wayne Elliott
NAVICGATOR Lt. Humph ey Hosmer VWAIST LEFT %/uﬁt. Shenks
BOMBARDIERLt. Sam Bakanauskas BALL TUR UTJiu pt Towlkes

RADIO T/Sgt. Karl

L/C WUIBZR 166

TAIL TUR GNR 8

Harold Hamilton

T/0

e - a4

PILOT Lt. Louis Nsngeroni TOP TUR GNR T/Sgt. John S. Straw
e iLLolIm ull_iumuwittman WATST RIGHTw/Sgt. Russell Fry

NAVIcaTOR Lt. George {line VWATST LSTP S/Set. Norman Andrews
BOIBAR DIQR-UL Jack Blum BALL TUR ﬂﬁ&{S/Sgt. Edward Howell

RADIO T/Sgt Paul

Roadman

A/C NUIBER _

PILOT
BO-PILOT
NAVIGATOR
BOIBARDIER
RADIO

A/C NUIBTER

PILOT
CO~-PILOY
NAVIGATOR
BOIBARDIAR
_L{t:l.DIU

PIIOT
CO-PILOT
NAVIGATOR
BOIMBARDIER
RADIO

BESTTN

TATL TuR GIiR

ATTON

s e Rt 3 2 A 1

rn01: IT!|L C R
VATST RIGHT

Yol o (‘(‘"7 i f’."Tf' i
Vit el )D i N el

AT T Sdpi
BALL TUR GIiR
TATL PUR GUR
Sy
f‘g I(“\ l,,(‘)
TOF TUR GNR
WATST HIGET
S G ol 0 G MR 2 e e
Vi ‘.)Ql .E_J,rj_t‘ !
BALT: R GNR
Talis TUR GER

TOP TUR ‘CNER
WalST RIGHT
WATST  LERT
BALT TR CNR
TATL. TUR GINR
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