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HEADQUARTERS
455th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H), AAF,
APO 520, U. S. ARMY,
31 May léla.lp. i
FIELD ORDER)
NOMBER  60)

‘B

Maps: 1/500,000 of NAPOLI, CHIETI, SHERODA, BEOGRAD, BRASOV, and BUCARESTI.

1. a. ENEMY DEFENSE:

(1) The target is UNIREA SPERANTZA Oil Refinery at PLOESTI. Secondary
target is City of PLOESTI by Pathfinder (and ETA) TURNUL~-SEVERIN )

M/Y. Last resort is NIS M/Y. CAMPINA-PLOESTI is now a continouos
flek belt and it is necessary to follow the selected axis of att-

ack and rallies closely.

(2) Germsn Air Force is capable of putting up 20-25 ME 109s in NILS-
BELGRADE Area and may attempt interception near their Base or
follow our bomber formations to the target. In the target area
appreciate 90-100 single engine, mostly Me 109s, plus 20-25 twin
engine fighters, mostly Me 110s and JU 88s.

b. FRIENDLY FORCES:

(1) Nome.

(2) One Group P-51s will line rendezvous at 45 16N 24 4OE at 0930B and
provide penetration cover. One Group P-38s will provide general
tagget cover from 0955B until 1040B. One Group P-38s will line
rendezvous with Air Force Formation at 44 33N 24 32E at 11058 for

general withdrawal cover.

2. Thirty-six plus spares B-R48 of this Group will take off at 0600B; rendez-
vous with the 456th Bomb Group at STORNARA at 3000 feet at 0648B; attack
UNIBREA SPERANTZA 0il Refinery at 1D1OB axis of attack 175 degrees Magnetic
using 500# GP bombs with .1 second nose and .025 second tail fuzes; arriv-

ing back at Base at 1315B.

3. This Group will attack in two units of 18 plus spares ships each with a nine
ship front second attack unit stacked down. Unit leaders will sight for range
and deflection; box leaders for ranfe; all others toggle on leaders. Bombing

altitude 20,200 feet; intervalometer setting 100 feet; target elevation 510
feet. Rally left then right going around heavy defense, avoid flak in BUCHA-
REST Area. On route back stay North of PATULELE (44 23N 22 46E) and STUBIK
(44 18N 22 22E) and South of TURNUL-SEVERIN. Maximum Pathfinder will lead.
All sircraft will load three cartons of window, six units will be dispensed
at 20 second intervals beginning three minutes befor IP and continuing until

clear of flak.
-1 -
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FIELD ORDER 60, continued.

4. No change.

50 E._ . Gommand
A. G, L.
Interplane
Collective call sign
Sq call signs: 740th

Ti1lst
742nd
T43rd
Fighter call signs: 82nd FG ——————
52nd FG ————-——-
1st FG ~—————
14th FG ———-———
Recall signal
b. None

c. (1) Group leader
Deputy group lead

By order of Colonel COOL:

OFFICIAL:
Major, Air Cofps
Operations Officer.
ANNEXES s

1. Briefing Qutline.

2. Mission Statistics.

3. 304th Opns Order 144, Plan Able.
4+ A=-2 Annex to Qpns Order 144.

DISTRIBUTION:
1 ea Sq Opns

1 Gp S-2
1l Gp S-3

6440 Kes.

4585 Kes.

VHF Channel WA®
Greenherd Two Two
Windscum
Shortcut
Steadfast
Whitesail
Mayflower One
Mayflower Two
Meyflower Four
Mayflower Five
Messy

Me.jor AMBROSEN
Lieut KNIGHT

WILLIAM E. KEEFER
Major, Air Corps
Operations Officer
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(Annex 1, Field Order 60, 31 May 1944)

l'
2.
3.
AN

o.
7.
8.

10.

ll.
12.

13.

15.
16.
170
18.
19.

20.
21.
22.

PR 2% —
BRIEFING OUTLINE.

NO. Of aircraft on miSSion sestseenoee 37 B"m}s
Group leader sesssscssccscssssssssssss Major AMBROSEN
Deputy group 1lead eesesssessssssesssss Lieut KNIGHT
Second unit leader escececssesesscscsss Lieut SMITH
Second deputy 1lead eeecesesesssseeseses Lieut SCRIMSHAW
Other Groups on MisSsSion eeesssssssesee 454,456,459 BGS
Fighter escort eetccsvrccssessesressece One Gp P—Bss, 2 Gp P“5ls.
Bomb load and fuzing eeeseececssssecss 10/500# GP .1 sec nose and .025 T.
Ammunition carried escecescccescssscses 5200 rounds .50 calibre
Gas and 0il 1084 ceesvesccccssssesssss 2700 gals, full oil service.
Time at stations eceesesscecescccssesee 045%
Take off instructions eeesesecseecsssss Taxi to north for teke off to north
Take off time 0600B.
ORDER OF TAKE OFF:
lst Combat Unit 2nd Attack Unit
76, 261 312 400 748 257
230 570 500 234 270 425
658 483 283 939 994 476
294 - T71 583 481 198 099
267 984 982 499 351 241
952 938 232 517 264 855
250

Bomber BendezvVOUS «esssesesssssssssses L5t Combat Wing (456,455) at

STORNARA at 3000 feet at 0648B.
2nd Combat Wing (454,459) at

GIULIA at 4000 feet at 0653B.

Course to target esvesssessssssasesace BASE to KEIPOINT (42 32N 18 16E) to
Turnpoint PECECISCA (44 52N 22 23E) to Turnpoint
PESTEANA (44 51N 23 18E) to Turnpoint SIANIA
(45 22N 25 32E) to IP to Target. Time at KEYPOINT
0743B at 12,000 feet.

Tnitial Point eeeesecsessessscssessses HOMORACIUL (45 16N 26 O1E)

Axis of attack cecccesccccscnccsccense 175 degrees M

Ti-me at target 900 0OCOOIONOLIBSOIEOOLEOLOIONOEERDPOTRS 101%

Bombing formation ceeeseessescccccnces 9"5h.ip front,an unit Stacked downm.

Bomb information ecesececssssesscessss Attack unit leaders sight for range
and deflection; box lead for range; others toggle.

Direction of I’ally esecsesesesssessnse Left, then right going arou.nd
heavy defenses.

Retll COUTSE eevessvesscsssssssssasss To Turnpoint (44 36N 25 4O0E) to
Turnpoint (44 28N 21 43E) to Key Point to Base.

E. T. R. #8000 0000 0CIBLIOBLLILROEIPESEOILNOSOEDNDS 1315B.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Forecast from lorge Weather for 31 “Yay 1944 0500 B to 1700 B.

!1gg_pg;gg:;g;;g!ng!!§gggl Clear. Visibility 8 miles in light
haze, Surface wind 330 deg 8 mph.

loute out:

From basees to Dinaric Alpst Clear. Vieibility A/C to
ground 12 to 15 miles in light haze.

From Dinaric Alps to §g deg east: 3 to 4/10 cumulus at
4 thsd tops at 7 theds Visibility 12 to 15 miles 1n light haze,

From deg e to target: 2/10 cumulus at 4 thsd tops
at 7 thsde 2/10 altocumulus st 15 thed tops at 17 thsd.
Vieilbility A/C to ground 12 to 15 miles,

Target: 3/10 cumulue at 5 thsd tops at 8 thede 3 to 4/10 alto=-
cunulue at 14 thed tope at 16 thed., Vieibility A/C to ground
12 to 15 miles in haze. Surface wind 330 degrees 4 to 6 mph,
Eurface pressurf,.ssecccssss 30.24 inches

Surface temperature....sess. dlus 17 degrees C

Temp. at 22500 feetsssseess minus 18 degrees C

Winde aloft:

5000 feet . 50 degrrees 10 knots
10000 feet 90 degrees 15 knots
15000 feet 30 degrees 20 knots

- 20000 feet 20 degrees 25 knots
25000 feet 20 degrees 30 knots,

Route back: Same as route out,

Wing bases on returnt 2 to 3/10 cumulus at 4 thed tops at 6 thad.
Vieipility %73 to ground 12 to 15 miles,

Freezing level: 16000 feet,

CONFIDENT IAL
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(Annex 2, Field Order 60, 31 May 1944)
MISSION STATISTICS.

38 A/C Scheduled
37 off

740th Bomb Sq:

9 A/C off
4 Over target
of Returned

0 Early return
41 Prioli return; Pendleton #351 at 0926 - #1 turbo inop.

741st Bomb Sq:

9 A/c off

8 Over target

9 Returned

0 Early return

1 Prior returns Casteel 517 at 1047B - Oxygen leak.

7/2nd Bomb Sg:

10 A/C off
8 Over target
10 Returned
0 Barly return
2 Prior return: Brown #0658 at 0851B - bombardier sick.
Knight #230 at 1219B - #1 engine out, oil leak.

743rd Bomb Sqg:

9 A/C off

7 Over target

9 Returned

1l Early return: Lee #312 at o708B - prop trouble.

1 Prior return: Keahey #267 at 0944 - nose and ball turrets out.

Combat time 7:10
Double mission credit.

Prior returns get single mission credit.
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SECREZ
HEADQUARTIRS 304TH WING (US)

APQ 520
30 may 1944
17/_ _r{ 20, 00B
Operations grder
Number U4

1. a. (1) See latest mtelligence Summaries.
b. (1) omitted.

(2) operations for 31 way 1944. plan Able. Two groups B-17's,
5th wing, will attack XmNTA 04l Refinery at PLORSTT at 10:40B; Time at xey
Point is 08:;078B. Four groups B-17's and Azon Force will stand down. B-24's
of four groups of 47th wing will attack ROMANO AM'RICANO 0il Refinery at
PLOESTI at 10:.00B; Time at Key point is 07:33B. B-24's of three groups of
49th wing will attack CONCORDIA VEGA 0id Refinery at PLOESTI at 10;30B; Time
at Koy point is 08;038. B-24's of three groups, 55th wing will attack DACYA
ROMANO and REDEVENTA 0il Refinery at PLORSTI at 10:;208; Time at ey roint is
07:538. 306th wing: Five groups fighters will furnish penetration target,
and withdrawal cover for pomber wings.

2, Thirty-six plus spares B-24's of all groups this wing will attack
UNIREA SPERANTZA 0il Refinery at FPLOESTI.

SECOND/RY TARGET: City of PLOESTI by pathfinder (and ETA)
TURNUL SEVERIN WY-Elev 225 £t; Ip-SISESTI
#%S'n. 22952'5). Axis of attack 231%.
LAST RESCRT: NIS A

BOMBER RENDEZVOUS: 1:%2'1;; (456th-455th) at STORNARA at 3000 £t
a . .
2nd G. wg (454th-459th) at GIULIA at 4000 £t
> LEAD: A456th po with 455th, 4S4th and 459th BG's in order.
ROUTE OUT: Base to KEYpOINT (42032'N, 18°16'g) to Turnpoint
§2°42+y, 18°38+% to Turnpoint rECENISCA (44°52'w,
22923¢5) to Turnpoint PISTEANA (44°51'N, 23°1817) to
Turhpoint SINATIA (45°22'N, 25°32tg) to Ip to Target.
Time at XTYPOINT is 07:438 at 12,000 ft,.
INITIAL POINT: HOMORACIUL (45°16'n, 26°01'm).
AXIS OF ATTACK: 175 degrees M.
TARGET TIME: 10:10B.
BOMBING ALTITUDE: 456th BG - 19,200 ft; 455th Bg - 20,200 £4;
LSkth pg - 21,200 £t; 459th Bg - 20,200 f't.
BOMBING FORMATION: 9-ship front for all groups. Second attack
units stacked down.
TARGET ELEVATION: 510 ft.
RALLY: Ieft, then right going around heavy defenses.
ROUTE BACK: To Turnpoint (44°36'N, 25°40'E) to Turnpoint
(4428w, 21943'E) to Key point to Base.

SECREZ
ol



SECREZX

(operations Order No. 144, dd 30 May 1944, Cont'd)

3. X. All groups load 500's gp with +1 sec nose and .025 sec tail
fuses. Intervalometer setting for all groups 100 £4.

4o omitted.

5. command on 6440 KC for bomber to bomber and VHF Channel ®jv
for bombers and fighters. collective call signs for bombers (456th Bg-
GREENHERD TWO ONE) (455%h BG-GREENHERD TWO0 TW0) (454th BG-GREENHERD TWO
THREE) (459th BG-GREANUIZIRD TWO FOUR). Call signs for fighters:; Route
Cover (02nd FO-MAYFLOWER ONE); Pemetration Cover (52nd Fg-MAYFLOWER TWO);
mg;t Qover (1st FO-MAYFLOWER FOUR); Withdrawal Cover (14th FG-MAYFLOWAR
FIVE).

Recall sSignal; MESSY.

Air Force formation will be left echelon of wings with 47th wing
leading, 304th second, 55th third, 49th fourth, and 5th wing last.

Window will be dispensed as follows; six units (smll bundles)
will be dispensed at twenty second intervals beginning three minutes from
Ip and continuing until clear of flak area. All aireraft will load three
cartons of window.

All groups will be led by PATHFIND™R (MAXIMUM).

on rally, aveid flak in pucharest Area,

on route back stay North of PATULELE (44°23'N, 22°46'm) and
STUBIK (44°18+y, 22°221%) and stay South of TURNUL-SEVERIN,

Details of 306th wing; one group P-33¢'s will line rendezvous with
Alr Force formation at 43930y, 200017 at 08;058 and provide general
cover on route in., gne group p-51's will line rendezvous with L7th and
304th wings at 45°10'N, 24°40'E at 09;30B and provide penetration cover.
one group of 7-38's will provide general target cover from 09:55B until

ahOB. one group P-38's will line rendezveus with Air porce Formation at
847338 24°32'% at 11:05B and provide general withdrawal cover.

By ¢ovder of (olonel UPTHEGROVE:

K.
Colenel, Air OOI'PB.
A-3.

SECRET
o
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CONKEIDLNTLAL

HEADQU/RTERS 304TH 20LB WING (H)
A~ SEDTTOU £PG 520

CONFLRING MISSION REPORT

. 455TH BOMB GROUP (H) asF [{ISSiON NUMBER DATE . _
STATISTICAL SUMAsRY ¢ TOTAL 10 DATL

A. Sorties ——
B. Early Return .y
B o —t— 3
C. A/C Bombing. o
D. Tonnage Dropped ﬂ—---£~.—~. eIV
E. Our Losses, Flak ~_“_jﬁ::___ RTe
E/A — -
Other o T
Missing __ v — -
Damaged Flek -Q LEeveTE 3 Slight 19
F/a N " " By o
Other e i -l b
o —_— — e 1
F. Victories Dest ia Alr -3 ONaT &0
Probr-ble ey e
Demaged — D 17
Df%} on Gnd . L
Dan-ged . —
G. Casuslties iiss in 4 ———-e—e— 1
Killed - i
Founded-serious -
__.e.___
3. At (o hours = B-24's took off to bomb pis crontas—033 Relinane Dlouoiy

4. Escorted by o soy. 4 = g1t

2 1w F S S ]

5. a. } ret'd early wagsuse of oo troudle, Jettisoned 19 Sénbe’in Afristie for,

b. , rettd p"‘J.OT' ane hec P Ons igine lscked oll, jed 4 13 VBeohe fn
e P. ne bheesn "f.‘.“ erctive turbos "W Pegruse of exygen 1ok,
ne b e Bonb \"' o ¢ of tvo inowilive ¢ tse
6. 2. A/C dropora 2ne X 500 lc. ("s StonJS C.B, s 1 pecopd -noss 8 acaspd tail
o) tvpe) (T'using)
bunbs o B g 0oy turget ot ;-;)_;; hrs. from SO0 tg v ft.
b. of ebove __x _ 1b. (___ tons)
n pLace reasons
c. dropped * 1bh. ( tong) bombs on

other target, whure, why
ive disposition of any bomhs 10t dropped

d. returned X 1b. bombs Lo basc_
give reesons

e. jettisoned _x  _1b. bcabs at_
place, reconiis.

7. a.. __m1/C returned at_/3/9 hours. 4/C are at

place
b. A/C lost ¢t ,
tine nlecc circungtznces
]
c. A/C missirg #nd last ceen et ’
time place
i circungstaices \
8. Pcrsonnel casualties were R
/ position degree of injury

CONFIDENTIGAL




9.

10.

11.

12'

a. Fighters: Twelwve to fiftesn He 1075, five to ten P1130%e, end one Ju 88 -

Time Received Tire Forvarced

Initials/Sign ture

| DECLA§SIFIED

Authority N N D1 ’450“5

CANFIDENTLALL

P . I - - =L

RESULTS: Egtinsted thet honba fell direetly to the emst of B/Y, acd to ihe wegh
of the zein road to Pucharests Onoke covered emtire terget eves, dus to swoke
pots sad orevious boabing, ~aking obecrvation impossible, Bosbing wes acconpllis
by use of Pathfinder sad TTA aethod, ‘

ENEMY RESISTANCE:

soon in target sree, TFasmy eirerc® o de nine unaggrexive cttseks st forention
%o dgpsges were susteiusd by this Gr-upy but one de 109 we legiyoyed, and ol
robshly destroved, e 107 ettic:zed fram 6 o'clock, lowel, rezsed the cttpek
to 100 vards, tafl twrred gumer fired @ roxisstely 100 rounds a4 the 72,
?iecos of tho cocitdt end Musrl ge were ghot gwav, sud the ¥/A wip observed ¢4
er-gh into the gromnd, . 3
b. Flak: Intense, vocurete as to sltitude snd insccurete as te “oflection, =
hecvy flak wa enecuntered gwer the targ-te Flak direoted et other lr ups i
un eared wery agourete, Ho flak ws encounte «d except st the ‘srget,

QBEERVATIONS: -
a. Communications; BUC4 13T U/Y wee f911ed with B cers et 0L hours, from

20,500 1%, 7ITISIL /Y (.—.L"'l/f'l.m), 10 to 1% long strings of EN ¢ce s wero sesn
st 1015 hours from 70,000 £, RKRAGUIIVEC 5/7 (4L00M/2055L), anproximstel- 75 ¥R
gera seem in verds from 12,000 £¢ st 1115 hours, “OZREVAC B/Y ((.7R/71017), i
75 % g.rs ohserved in yards st NR4L hours from 12,000 ft, S4Rad:¥0 4/Y (125 5{ !
18°5F), at 1170 hours, from 11,000 £t 50 R errs eonceatreted in yerde, H1.LJ ¥0
/Y (234080204 F), consi‘preble activity end greet concentretion of FR eore, st 0220
b. Enemy fir Instellations ond fcbivity dn #dditiom to cneounters; WOUXsy 15,000 f\g'
5"’“‘35'8 175; 7 4/C obsorwad avked on gr und et 1120 hours, from 11,000 ft, %
KUCUT VAL 4/D, 18 fighter 2/B, wd 3 Pour sogine 4/C geen ceriwd on A/D ¢t 1115
bours, from 17,000 ft, CRAIOVA {4419M/2347), faetory s arestly complete, <lse |
i/D, poads omeeting Pactory rad A/D, at 1030 hours, fros 12,000 fbe KLIIVO 4/, |
five lsrge emmoufloged A4/C, st 0920 hours, from 15,000 ft.

c. Flak Positions:

flege, Ralloons ste: Omoke -ots used in target ares,

d. Smoke Screens, Cz.
Tmoke 03 AL

SHCTRRREIN: et 1010 hours, 20,000 ft, BOR (4 06N/2 76F) et 1100 hours, 15,000 f4,
te Eixeld Denube Fiver eavried very houvy barge truffie, which trewellad bhoth up
md omstrecne More then 100 berges snchoved st (¢ 3W/7208T st 0850 hours, from
18,000 ft.

fn the routs ovt the only clouds were 3/10 strito-cusulus with tose ot

WEATHER ¢
-rgm—, H % over the gcetorn helf of the Adristie, The wislbility over the idriestie

weg 12 to 15 miles in huse, (' from the Yugoclav coest to tirget the wiaibility
veo 'ninited, The eeiling ¢nd visidility in the target srce wers unlimited, Mt
snoke over the turget obgcured it on the bomb rime The veturn route ses the some
ag the route out exes b thet the Adristic wes clso clesy om the retum, .

PEOTOGRAPHS Th;i]‘Nﬁ h'l K”?. gupe - ug anﬁd ;‘ho‘\.ﬂﬁ of M!'l t? B.:‘(h. m‘

.4 QU k )
Cosn:, %0 o A7TUNARE to L2, M/12WE to LLSIN/2208T te 4L56/2T6E to
—QM 259°F to L.Pe ta Torget., /rin of atteck 175 ‘egrees, tine 1001 hours,
Tergot to 44780/21438 to 4735M/121.F to Bace, :

Initicls/Sigaature

T140 hours, 14,000 £4, TOVLIT (L m/ 2298)

1
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Losding Lists ‘

234 5/3V/hk
T/sgt Doherty
8/sgt Queer
s/agt Semers 3
s/sgt Hodgson 4
| 7
a8 5/3V/u4 ‘
L% Bethune ‘. :
b 1
Lt asip : 8/sgt Brown
| .t ~ 8/sgt seivers &
| 7/sgt Riley \ &/sgt Yaus 4
| \ Nose Qunmer sSgb Pisher 7.T. i
‘3 ™™ W | sivm o
§ - L$ Bockner | r/scsltan:& i
4 - L% Ensminger gt Cumakis L
J Brandstetter y Heyes b
I/g . : a/g:: Harris 1
wﬁ ’ {
7/3gt Johnson F.A, NOSE Gt 8/sgt Bolli r
] 70 _ Bl 5/81/44 ‘ |
* ' -/
L$ Pendieton . 7/Sgt Bearden \
L$ Eanis _ 8/sgt sdans \
Lt Praak s/sgt counts -
Lt RKatz 8/sgt Groome
7/sgt Keeh &/sgt Goble . . !
w o 1400 5/3M/l t"
Lt snith Disgt *Cassidy g
Lt uendenhall &/sgt conlin , -
Lt & Lt Compton JeA 8/3gt Nyqusit
: Lt Clowery 8/3gt cood

/sgt wolk 8/sgt Carringer




|
|
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a7 5/3M84

\
\

Lt Keller
7/8gt MeFall

26} 5/3Vhk
L$ Cremford .
1% Johnsen ReW,
_ Lt snnala

Lt Comptcn D,L.
£gt mburg

B SV

\

\




LEBLASC, Roy 14080659 8/3gs AV 122/43;6/112
LB BLANG . > sgt XU 877 &
Crash: Lagny 2 June 1944 %
LB BLAKC , Roy 14080659 8/sgt | AY 100/43
Orssht Canarienhausen near Waddewarden 8 km KR of Jever .
LEBLANE Alex _ 32218162 8/sgt AV B8/43 -8
LEBLAMG , Herbdert Paul ?:»m: 204 Lt ﬁrﬁo: .2
[, LEBANS 528/816a Vo
- LEBLARE, mw.l gt 111808/809
LEBLANO, Edward A. 110981852 Sgt KU 463
LERORF, Joseph Harry 28579201 §'/sgs KU 1769
OVELOOREAE, near CGelle 8 Nay 1944 : :
'LE BOEAF 1st It KU 3766
18 BRIB - 2nd L¢ KU 1195
Prash® Wesermende 31 Dec. 1944
LEBSOCK Robert Allen 0-690228 and It ME 1514
LEBURT,WEFTY 14607079 frTTIrv -
Crash! Catheux
LECH, Joseph Martin 6901746 »/sgt KU 2869
LE CHEMIZANT, G orge P, 0-707787 2nd Lt XU 3161
Crash: Carpiner See near Stettin 7 Oct. 1944
LECHOWICZ, ¥alter 31312788 Sgt ME 1151
Crash: Wiener leustadt
LECHOWITZ, Valter 31312782 ME 1144
( LEcHOWSKI, Joseph © &I5391¢ 2nd Lt AY 718/44 xv-/700
o—.-..w. Elasicnaveen(Drente)
LEGHEER Let JLt ME 2744
Crash: MEE Bogliuwno/lstria 20 Jan 45
(' LEOKER, Fuinten B 69462 74 A AV 266/43
uihen
LECLAIR, John 40939 1221/44.88
LECLERC, Valter B, 0-803642 U oM
LEQLERE' Roders Lloyd 376777LY 8/3gt KU 3503

( LEOOMEE, Charle B. $-12085 /o Nz AV



DECLASSIFIED
Authority
RACIE L ‘g/s  egesosre W1y ATITC ‘ONINEVN
72L pv /s/,, 20€ 9904 € 7 MITINY By vty D
*Axvdwny, [yesIucog Jweu peysead
.m ﬂ .‘1 ‘.t " 'u lm
'ﬂ/‘l’" AY 'r" Omw
‘HO2ST 3¢ 9 Lwx 21 w0 ypeniswng/uneryessvy peqenis
Y 894 OX ‘¥9%/3  ONTRNVH
£8OT TN °3T g *ONTHEVH
‘PUBTINTIL/200T 290U SDTEIENTEY 4% pPIYIBID
£64601 ‘g 998TTET OF ‘e LVEVENVN
‘ge9~ ‘109="629921 *OTUIMMINEOy JUST DORIEID
'evee Ax ‘49g shL0RgeR Aucyswy esypIno ‘ORTHVEEVM
LeTT AKX ‘a7 e ‘Y WITTITER SNV
§WRE £ 8T YR teeees-o0 YOSy ‘NEVN
9y AP T2 U0 YORIIGOT-4IMEPUDT JPU POYRRID
'Y 998 0¥ *$%¢ /s 8089301 UTAPK $489QOE ‘HNWN
*~OW='Z # 104 doy oeTn *a¥g/s sIeqoy ‘EEVN
2ouFOTVL JO 390ANIIOU WY § PIYSWID
49T 0¥ ‘31 0284490 "7 PAWQOTY ‘SNWN —
‘py £TDP 9 WO WUPIOIA0N SN OTYOINA) 3V Poffawnid
LOPE X T WU £Y2LT8-0 oy WO ‘NKVH
ee oy ‘M9g/y  izeoRese 'Y wep NEYN D
‘BY/EY AY ‘% DEE 4846890 Apsumey Joup ‘mgwN
Y 299 aX STE8LOPT g ®owIof ‘NEWVN
*gRT= ¥V €99 NY ‘¥08 M ‘Wg/s 2T900vEe UOTAVH NMVK
‘9% £I0P VO JPUSSIOQIVE PIYRVID
vopR AX ‘8 e 03£869~0 susSuy PrSISQ ‘NEVN
'ay 40, 21 uo Lrvdwmg Tu pIqeNID
o2eE nExX ‘9ge TN /s 8Lv29uE ‘¥ UETHUNLZ ‘NEVN
© 7098 AX 47T AeY ZT9094~0 pROLL VORTY ‘HNVN
2O0T NY 97 veE 2208890 ‘0 PIOADT VM
*OSZT ¥ ‘pp Aoy QT Wo Jooniswny/prezdwey Jvew piyswso ,
‘geeg A ‘e¥%/3 vireP0ee uoswyep 84s0un ‘MUYN
WOt %M ‘e soeeLnee M SSTIED ‘ENYM

SOGRLAN Aoy

PP TRITY

RN




DECLASSIFIED
Authority NN DTUSS

LB -
Y .A._ ) . nd “ R gt % v‘
3 . .s\\v Hp ot 5
_ .{\ \VNﬂ e TR oATE g DA iy
e - 7 # ' G z
'R | ' o A REFERENCE SERVICE SLIP o] A / ) nr\N O
A Il ‘& - | NAME OF REQUESTOR AGENCY OR ADDRESS i
J s
; TR R L m Ol ¥3E
" UNITS OF SERVICE SOURCE OF REQUEST (Check)
INFORMATION L NA Administrative Use . ...
mmm<_ o e MTTENS B drai
(Number e\mwm:. es) FURNISHED TEXTUAL, STILL MOTION SOUND Agency of Origin L
(Number of | PICTURES, ETC. PICTURES RECORDINGS Other Government |
_’ WRITTEN items) (Number (Number (Number L {
. ORAL of pages) of feet) of feet) Nongovernment N f
~7 - UEST HANDLED BY ey |
| i = SUE < |
RG NO. Z : £ SUTCARD NO {
h . \miox AREA . ROW | oo_<_v>3_sm7Y / SHELF \ Nw < ‘ ouU . b w
j oy, \ £/ o O A H P \ \
y rd - Asv / |
RECORD IDENTIFICATION — w § 4 @ <~ i
vi -t e Uy {0 WALDY
w , 4
4 1 L
RECEIVED BY DATE ‘ RETURNED TO /uam
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION DO NOT REMOVE FROM RECORDS

NA FORM 14001 (11-85




DECLA’RS““ED

| Authority |§ DIUSHNS | ‘
s ‘ . . \

, = ,
t
"I From the Snecial War Froblems Division| 1

No. 10086 BEanJ"Jvlaifx TE T0: _ \ Z{
|
s Gocument ponlsind@rlowsl

Tosd

the national daP=rv= of Lie sna. i
o

¥is Mr eyl Poughtienessiis |Dale: ... AN-201048
and 33, a3« e ran e AR

a8 wmn PRRSERA SIS

CONFIDENTIAL revelation of ity coi..Beph s Deeeliere 35 1944,
unauthorised peracn i probivdted by iow., 9/* A

Subject: Americsn Interests - Germany /vﬁ
Transmlssion of report No. 2
prisoner of war camp 3taleg Lurt IV,

The American Charge d'Affaires a.l. at Basrn
has the honor to refer to the Department's telegram
No. 720 of March 20, 1942, concerning the trang- '
migsion of reports of visits made by Swise repr=-
gentatives to camps where Americsne are detained.
Reference 1s further made to the Legation's airmail
despateh No. 8750 of July 21, 1944, with which there
wae forwarded renort No. 1 on orisonsr of war camp
Stalag Luft IV, Germany, Reference ls also made to
the Legstion's telegram No. 7034 of October 24,
1944, which reported that a Swlse camp lnspector
visited this prisonesr of war camp on OctoberlO,
1944. Reference is finslly made to the Legaticn's '
airmall despatch No. 9888 of November 14, 1944, ‘
regarding the mistreatment of American priszoners
of war durlng thelr transfer from Stelag Luft VI
to Stalag Luft IV,

There 1s now encloged a copy of & renort
covering the above-mentloned visit of October 10,
1944, to Stalag Luft IV, wh'ch was made by Mr.
Albert A. Kadler, representative of the Swiss Le-
gation at Berlin. Thie hag been recelved under
gover of & note dated November 23, 1944, from : u
the Swiss Foreign Office. \

It may be stated, for the Department's
guidance, that Colonel Albert d'Erlach, President
of ¥ived ¥Yedical Commission A for Germany, has .
stzted unofficially and orally that the subject |
camp is the woret which he saw during the recent-
1y concluded tour of his Commission. Colonel

———

d'Erlach obgerved however that prisoner of war ‘7
casp Stalag ZVIT B was not included in his 1tlner-
ary. '

The Legation has madea copy of the attached
report available to 4r. Francis B, James, Speclal
Representative of the American Red “rogs at Geneva,
and, in eccordance with the Depsrtment'e teolegram
No. 3824 of November 9, 1944, to the appropriate
officer attached to 3JHAEF, — -

N

Enclosure:

Copy of renort No. 2, Stalag Luft IV -
with originel of degnateh only.

File No. 711.4
TJ8/ha
In aquintupbicate to Department.
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~ ' _..osure Yo 1 to despatch ¥o.10086
¢ dated Dee. 2, 4 from the American
Legation, Bern.

w

. This docurent eontaius in-or.- 1 3
No. 594 the matiounl da ... .-+ 2 1§ (e BREITISH/ANIRICAN
in the waaning . » = e Aty 50 U.8.C.
31 and 32, a3 #asui.t 1oy b serDeteo of tebalit:

revelation of iis cuuu:;cs ia any h
uaauthorized person iz ppmug.‘m” 0th, 1944.

I 3 HOW, .

Oberstleutnant Bombach
¥a jor Steble

Heuptnann Lindemann
Stabgarzt Dr. Somuer
¥a Jor Romer

T/8gt. R. Chapman, "OW Fo. 1004
T/3gt. F.3.72ules, "OW No. 772

3gs. V.R, Clarke, POW, Neo. 23600. |

Camp Commander

Second inCpmmand

Security Officer

Gernan Chief "rysiei=n
Agcompanying Officer from OKW

“-n em a8 se &

.

American Man of Confidence

.

British Masn of Confidence

A full deserintion of the siuation of this Stalag has been glven
in our last renort No. 500 of June 28th, 1544.

- =

Since our last visit the construetual work of the barracks in the
four comrounds hssg been comnleted and all the comoounds have

been onened. Most of the bu!'lding still to be done ¥ amore or

less of interior srrangenents in the barracks, as well ss

eompletion of the ad=inlstrative barracks ia the "Verlager®. :
Dae to the continuous arrival of new priconers of wsr, the camp
1teelf is already too esmsll and & fifth compound 1s olanned t"
to be bullt immedistely after completlon of tlhe or-sani camp. o
The four compounds have bsen built on exsetly the same line with ;
aodern wooden barracks around & lsrge sleyground. Each compound ;
ig to form a sensrate camp, however, slnce the camp 1s not quite
finished, there 1z only onc admlnietirative center for the four :
comnounds with one Americsn and one British msn of confldence f
reaponsible for the entire camp. : g

moH AL -

1V//A<$’7

There are no alrreid-trsnches and no provision for such ls :
being mode., Apparently no airraid preczution is belng foreseen f
‘n any of the sir-force csups in Uersany. The mattier nas slready
been teken up with the OKW snd 1s belng followed up.

Sinc- the opening of the camp the ¢ has been & ateady flow of
oriscners of war snd more ars expected dally.
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The strength on the day of the vielt wae!

Americans 7,184
British

Total -=8:02Q.

The British Total 1s made up as follows!

United Fingdom /06
Canada 147
Augtralia av
New Zesland 22
Rhodesla/S . Africa 8
Norweglan 1l
Free French )
British Poles 58
British Czech —

2otal _ 586

The number of "CWg in each compound 1s as followa:

Compound A 2121 Americans
, Compound B lgelr
)P Comroun? € 2032 "
/\ Compoynd D 1050 and
4 ' ____Seg_pritinh
Inm - 8070 ! ‘OUI-

In each compound there are 10 barrscks with 10 rooms each, 2 wast
hute, 2 letrines snd 1 kitehen~barrack with a recreation rooa,

Ag mentioned before, the barracks are of the modern woodem type
with a eentral psssage in the middle and § large rooms on eash
side; each room was supnosed to acconuzodate 16 prieoncrs.

However, since the present strength of the camp is far beyond

the sanacity vlinned, 3 more prisonsrs have been put into each

room, msking a total of 24 Prisoners of War per room, In epite

of the very good size of the roome ror 16, 1t ¢aniot possibly t“
hold enough double-tier beds to sccommodate 24 Prlsoners of “ar,
Therafore 1t Ras bern plenned 50 use thres-tier beds and the

the remsining roomsg are being furnighed with them as nalekly as
noszible. Bec fer none of the rooms has more than 20 Frisoners

of dsr and where the three=tler beds have not been furnished,

the "risoners of ¥ar gleep on palllesses on the floor. Some :
of the rooms in compound C have no beds at rl) and all Lhs Pris~ i
oners of War have to sleep on pslliasses on the floor. The

Camp com-ander informed the Jelegate of the Protesting "owér,

that he opened sompound C in spite of the missing of beds to
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prevent too much overerowding in-the other compounds. Some
bede are dejilvered almoest daily and 1t is expected thst shortly
none of the Rriuonor- of War have to sleep on the wooden floors
any longer, '1th this pres'nt arrsangesent of 24 Prisoneps of
Jar to each room, the entire camp will glve accomnodation for
9,600 Prisoners of War. However, 1t must be consldered as over- '
croudcd and 1t will esnecloslily be felt in winter with the days
being very short and the weather bad. It 1s very much doubted
whether much rellef can be expected from the construction of a
fifth compound, since new ar 1lvals are coming in continuously
and the buildiug of this new eompound will tak- several months
during the winter, espeddally taking into consideration the
dirficulty in dbtaiuing buildlng material in Germany. -

'

'

There are no cupboarde in the rooma and aecording %o the camp 4

commandar none ¢=»n be uilt dus to = ortage of material. The
large linen bags provided by the Internstionsl Red “ross for keeps
ing eslothing and private articles in ssfekeeninz ia the rooms,
have been conflscated, sinece, sccording to the ecamp commander,
they have been uaed to make clvilian clothing for escaping.

Theres are gtill tables and chairs mizeing in rome of the rooms
and not all of them have been provided with h-atinz etoves. The
ecanp commandsr mentioned that these azrticles will be delivered
shortly. Thisg 1s again due to the fact thatl more rrisoners have
arrived than could be sccommodated.

The British Prigoners of War have again asked to be tranaferred %«
a British cemp. The ques¥lion will sgain be tekea u» wiSh the
OK¥W, B

Some barracks have had adjustments made lo thsir shuiters
allowing very 1ittle ventilation end 1setlll coneldered as
insufficient egpecially with the 1ncrease of Frigoners of ¥War in
each room., The camp eommender was agaln reoquested to mske better
provision for ventilation, which he promised to do.

. IV, WASHING AND BATSING PACILITIES:

Due to the increage of the strength of the camp beyond 1ts

normal epaclity the washing and bathing feellitieg are insuffient.
The large delousing plant in the "Vorlager" is still und-r cons-
truetion, however, 1t ghould be finished within a fortnight. Seo
far thoro are only 8 bollerg 2t 100 liter eseh to provide hot
water for bugcket bsthe, whiech is totslly insdecuate. This will, ¢
of ocourse, Ue remedied se goon ne the deloucing nlant with She
hot shower arrangements will be in use.

V. ZOILEY FACILITIES:

Tollet facllitles are insdequste with the present strength and
will become worse with “urther arrival of priscners of war,

There g atogro:*nt only on:= gseat for 44 Priscners of War, aceord.
ing to the it should be 1 gezt for 25 men., The camp comasn-
der 1s quite swsre of this situation and hag therefore zllowed
the uge of the two night latPines in each barrsck during day-
ttme a8 well,

He has alno promiged to have the latrine-plt emptled uore
nften singce 1t hag been overflowing seversl times.

I —— T



VI. _TOCD AND COOKING:

There was no complaint as to quality and cuantity of food supplied
by the Germang. The kitchen ic well inetalled and in splte of the
overcrewding oroves to be adequate.

1 Fach compound has a large stove for the cooking of the Red Cross
food in the kitchen, since the camp commander does not asllow any
orivate cgooking to be done in the rooms. The Hed Cross store is
now fully in the hands of the Prisoners of ¥War, ZThe store ig in the
Vorlager and the dlstribution 1s done by the prisonsrs theugelves

: under the supervislon of the Uermans, lowever, a compleint wes

- lodged, that no prisoner is presenyvhen the parcels arrive st the

| station and until they arrive at the Hed *Cross etore ln the Vor-

| lager. The comv-nder refusedh-ving any ;risoner pressnt =t the

| station, he agsured the Delegates, that 1t iz quite sufflel=nt for

the Prisonere of #ar to checkX the parcels on arrival st the store

aecording to the bill of lading. The reason for hile refusal is hils
congta. .t fecr, thet the prisoners only want to esospe..

Aceording to the British and American Yen of Confidence a large
stock of Red ross Food parcels private parcels and clothing had

to be left behind at Stalag Luft VI, Heydekrug at the §iae of thelir
transfer tc this camp. The Gernan zuthorities oromalged to have thesge
articles forwsorded in equal shares Lo this camn snd to the new
8talag 358 at Cerpke (Fallingbostel), where parts of the oriconers
of War from Neydekrug are at preasent. So far none of these srticles
have reached this camp. Furthernore large cuantities of Hed ross
Food, Cigarettes, "rivate srticles have been confiecated on arrival
at this camp or have bsen abandoned during the run from the nearby
station to this camp, of which only a very small ~ergentage has
been returned. The full figures of the m ssing articles heve been
given to the representative of the Internstional Red “ross, who

pald 3 vielt to this camp on O ctober 5th and 6th, 1844,

he matter regarding the artieles left st Stdag Luft VI Heydekrug
' e already been taken yp with the COKW, as well.as the treatnent
nd confiseation of srticles during the gesre! and the run fros the
tation to thie camp, A speglal report has beoen made with regsard
to the conditions during the transfer of the Prisoners of Ver from
8talag Luft VI Heydekrug to this gamp and durlng the gesreh when
arriving =% this eamp,

The creseat issue of Hed Crogs percels is half a varcel ner nan
per we:k,

to be returned after the contents have been eaten, othervise ne
more Hed Cross food will be lssued. Ctriset account le being kept
by the Germens and the Prligoners of ¥ar with regard to the tins.
A gtrong nrotestawas wade b the Uelegate with regard to this
opder; the @omuander, however, entioned that he could not w!the
draw this order, moreover he has no iantention of not issulng the
Red Cross parcele. The case will be taken .p with the OKW,

” (An order hsg ﬁun issued by the comuandant by whieh sll tins have
&l

There 1g a four weeks sup-ly of Red Cross pareels at hslf s parcel
(fnor week per ran. The man of eonfidence asked for further supply

P C—
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and a bigger store to hold these parcels. The camp comusnder in-
forued the Delegate of the “rotecting Fowe that he could not pro-
vide a larger store nor could he allow a further ghipment to come
in, eilnee the new order from the chief of the Reserve-aramy (Ergatz-

heer), ‘Yeinrich "immler, forbldding the accumulation of large stocks. .

of Red Cross parcels, hss been enforced.

The ¢smp lazaret in the “Vorlager" has besen completed, there are
two barracks with 132 beds svailable for nstients. The rooms are
of good gize with single iren beds, good 1light and air, however,
the ventilation st night 1g sald to be bad and the camn commander
also promiged to make better ventilation. Consldering the strength
of the gamn the nuaber of beds avallasble in the lagaret is insuffi-
glent. AL oresgent all beds ae oceupied, h'wever, no serious case
hse beea reported.

Cept. R. Pellask. R,A, 1.C,, POV No.719 1s in charge of the lazaret.

He 1s assisted by: Capt. . Forrest Hey, R.A.M.C., POV Fo. 5786
Capt. H.3, Vynsem, A. .C., POV Mo, 2063 .
- Cept. V.". ‘cKee, A.%.0., POW No. 3I056.

There are st present 12 medicel orderlies, =1l recognized, and a
request for further 10 recognized sanitators has been refused by

the camp comaander since he considers the pregent number of
gsanitators wulite sufficlent. There sre no more recognized mnitetors
in the samp. ‘ .

lhe drug nnp}ly from the Germsns is said to be very smsll, though
ag much of 1t 1s availsble as they can spsre. The 3.%0. coamplainasd
that the British and American drugs and medicsments from the Red
Crogs sre under Geraasn Control only and can only be obtsined with
the nermicssior of a German Officer. Ilhis ls an old rule get up

by the CK+4 and 1t is handed the saue way in all the lazarets.
Actually there was no complaint with regard to the gupply of drugs
needed bv the medieal officers for the trestuent of the natientis.
The 8.4.C, complained that the Mediecal Officers are not sllowed

to vielt the camp without 2 special permission eagch tiue. The camp
comnander informed the Uelegate, thst go far he has given out no
permit for elither the Medlcal Officers nor the nsdres to move
around freely due to the fact, that She ccnstruetlon of ihe camp

ig not quite finsihed and that there are too many civillan workmen
in the eamp. Ag soon ag the vamp 1s »roperly set up he sees no
objection of issuing permits to the medleal offlcers and the padres
to vieit the various compounds any time thsy desire.

The compound around the lazaret ig rather swall and the 3.X.0.
agked for a snortsground for the medleal offiecers and sanltators.
" The camp commsnder promised to investigzate thefatter snd to
comply with thelr wish as far as the gecuriiy mesgures ellow him

to 40 so.

The °.7.0. informed the Delegate that quite s numberof Red ‘ross
articles, such 2s pyjemas, dressing gowne, blankets, dental
equipment snd magsaze equipment ag well as perso .al properties of

the

|
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the mediesl officershave been confiscated on arrivel at this camp
and very little of 1t hes been returned, A strong protest was made
to the German suthorities, who replied, that all the conflscated
a::ielon have been returned. The matter will be taken up with the

_ A dental station hes been installed and Capt. A.D. Altken, ¥.2.D0.C.,
ie in charge of it. A recueet for the deatal parades to be separate
from the normsl gick parsde has been refused by the caump comzander,
without giving any specifie reason. '

The e¢lothing situation ig bad. OUn entering the cazp 8ll «oess
elothing, such ss Red Crose end nrivate clothing was conflscated.
The "ed “ross clothing 1s still beiny thoroughly examined and
1ittle by 1ittle retumned to the Frigoners of War in bulk and in
spite of the names of the regnective Frisoner of 'ar mentioned in
the elothes, 1% 1s very often not handed bsek to the owner. The
elothing store and distribution is entirely ia the hands of the
Germsns. There are culte 2 number of nrisoners who have no over- |
coat. All privste élothing had been confiscated sny anjy articles
arriving in next-of-kin narecels ies st once k:pi by ihe Germans as
no private clothing 1s allowed to be handed to Lhe Prisonsrs of ;
War, such 2g shirts, black ties, socke ete. which are not of i
Army color. &4 very etrong nrotest was made by the lVele-ate, :
however, the camp comuandsr simply refused to have any clothing
enter tihe eamp, which is not army clotning, &s 1t would invariably

" by used as egcape material, The confiscated uniforas, overcoats
and boots are beiny examined and glven bsck to the Frisoners of War.
The matter will be teken up with the CKW,

The ba rack for the tallor, oobblefu eto. will be finished in & :
weeks tize and oroper tools furnished. So far no repairing has ' |
been done &s no spzoe or tools were avallable. |

IX, LAUNDRY:

The laundry is done by the men % emselves, but here agaln there is
‘@ ghortage of hot water sup-ly and space due o tne overeroxding
of the camp. ‘ :

%, MONMEY AND PAY

v

Nothing to report. The Britieh Man of Confidence 1s requssting
informetion from the Air Mini-try with rqgnrd to existing rates of
- pay for 211 airmen alrerew P-isoners of “ar.

XI. CANIEEN:

(30 far no supply from the Germsns. The ecamp commander agaln
empahsised the great difficulty in & talning articleg for the
eznteen; he again promised to try to procure a few articlzs.

RELIGIOUS -
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¥II, _ELIGIOUS ACTIVITY:
Religlious activities are in the hands of!

Capt. 7.J.7. Lyneh (Romsn Catholie)
Capt. G, Rex Morgan (Chureh of Lngland)
The Reverend A A, Jackson, Acting Chasplaln.

The only compleint made by the officers vag that 1t happens

often, that they cannot ebtain a »neralt or & guard to sccompany
them to the various compounds to hold service as agreed with the
German suthorities. It has alego haprened, that one of the catholle
gervices wag gtopped in the middle of 1t on acocount of rokl-oall.
The camp commander promised to lesue a permit to these Ufflicers
as soon as the four compound s are in good running or er and the
building of 1t ig finished. He 8lso promiged t> try tc have the
necegsary neranit or guarde avilable, whenever » service is to

be held. Ue regretted the stopplig of the service for roll-ecall,
and tried t¢ explain te the Delegste, that he wag forced to do go,
ginee rolle-calls are not set on scecelal time during the days, He
feele foreed to meke hie roll-calls any time during the day or
svening to prevent escaping.

Here sgain was the complalint, that many religioue srticles which
were confiscated during the gesreh on arrival have not besen ree
turned and thet many religious emblems, which Prlsoners of Jar
carried ground their necksg were torn off and in gone places
stemped on them by the suards. The camp commander explalined that
he eculd not allow frisoners of War to we r religious emblems, as

. they can easly be melted used to make escaping

tocle. The case willl be taken up with the OKW,
XIT1, RECREATION AND EXZRCISE;

It ig only recently trzi organised sports and recreation could
ecomnenee in thils camp Jdue to the fact; that all sportsgears whiech
had b=en confiscecated upon arrival have only been returnsi to the
Prisoners of «ar lately. The necegsary goslpoats are belng made and
have been promised by the Germane within a few days. Uo till n ow
the Prisoners of Jar uged only temporary goalposte made oy them-
sslves. Each compound hasg one large room in the kiltehen barrack

to be used for entertainment and indoor gports suech ss ping-pong
ete. The camp commander 'nformed the Delegate that 1t is planned

to have a smepsrste theatre barrack wlth school roomgbullt; how-

ever due to the covererowding and the canp not culte finished he

hag not been able to do so, thinklng it more important to have
prover accommodatione for the Frisoners of War. He has given
permigsion for the band &nd orchestras to vislt the other compoundg
to give ccneerts. The entertelnment room in the kitchen barrack al-
80 serves as e8hool room, library and chureh for tre 3Sunday

gervices.

XIV, HAIL

Inecoming mall 1¢ said to be very irregulsr, letters from Lngland
ag far bagk as “#noril and Msy are still erriving, and only few
letters from June and July have yet rea@hed the Prleoners of var.

T Ty T
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formg, the Uerman authoritles alwaye saying thet no such formas
have yet arrived, The Delerate requegted that thesge forms should
pe ssked for at once and glven to the Prisonere of ¥War, which wvas
rromliged, Some of the American prilsoners, who heve besn 0&p-
tured shbout five months agoe have had no mall yet. A liet has been
nanded over to the representative of the Internstional Hed Crose
shen galling a few days ago. Some of the Prlgonere of War, who
nad thelr personal letters and photographs configcated upon
arrival at thie ca®p have not recelved them back. +“hen taking
this matter up with the Germsne, the cemp conasnder replied that
a1l letters and personal photogranhg of next-of-kin and friends
nave been returasd to all the Prlgoners of “ar.

(V. SELFARE WORK

L repnr sentative of the Y CA viglted this camp on August 23rd,
1944 snd a reprgentative of the Internationsl ed vross was here
>n Vetober Sth and 6th, 1944,

(VY.

‘ne most important compleint was the treatment of the "r'soners

> dar during ‘he trensfer from Stslag Luft VI Heydekrug o this
sgmp, esneclally from the statlon Klefheide to thig Stalag and the
earch on entering 'he camp. A speelal report has elready been
iade in oonnection with this tranzfer.

‘herohas been some trouble in connection with the American Man

f Confidence. When the first 'ricsoners of wWar arrived in this
yenp, 64 Prisoners of War, the Uermans appointed T/Sgt. R, Chap-
:an as Yan of Confidence, After the arrival of the Pprlsoners

f War from Heydekrug am slection was held and I/Sgt. F.3. Paules,
yno used to be “an of Confidence at “eydekrug was slected again.
iowever the camp commandsr refused to aseepnt hilm sayling that he
ind the British dan of Confidence, 3gt. larke wers trouble-
iskers and were trying to entlice the Prlisonerg of Yar st

leydekrur to mutiny. A few days before our vislt, Sgt. Clarke
as accepted as Sritien ‘an of Confldsnce and the casp commander
romiged the Velerate, that I/Sgt. sules shall from now an set

8 A merican Man of Confidence for the entire samp. T/Sgt. Chspmen
14 neot resign although he felt that the man slected should aet

g Yan of Confldence. The British and Aaserican 'en of Confidence
omplained that on two occasslione the csmp coamander in en
nterview thresnter2d thea with turning them over to the lesgtapeo

f they 4o not like the trsstzent hers and that he could not glve
nhem better treatuent and sccommodation !f they do nothing but
omb the German Women =nd children.

complaint was made that al)! nailgoclgeors and =metalmirrore had
een configceted. The gamp comnander agreed thst 1t wag a 1stake
nd that he has already given orders thet nallsecissors should be
eturned, however, he cannot allow metalmirrors to be given back
ince oniy erdinary glsgenirrore are allowed. Agecording to the
sn of Confldence snectacles end dentures have been gconflgcated

uring the gearch on entering the ¢amp and thst not all have been
atrimned  Dentiirvres snd creotanlee Pad haeaan nut o *ha ~anakatae
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Auring the run for fear of losing thea, The camp commander infore
med the Delegate thst all enectacles and dentures had been re-

turned.

A reucst for tre tranefer of all the Britigh and Amerlocan Army
pepsonnel to a resnsetive Army ocamp is being congldered by the
German authorities, r .

There nre no Geneva Convention in the four comnoundeg snd the
accomranying Cfficer from the 6fW hag promised to send gome at once

The Man of Confidence rsported the death of Sgt. H.1. Stephens
RAF, FO4 No, 278, Bervige o, 944044, who wag struck by llghtning
during & very heavy thunderstorm on 5u1y 29th 1944, he dled a
few houreg after having been struck. ,

Bgt. “tephesn wag burri=d with military honour, however, without
the flri > of & g=lute, since it hes been forbidden by order of

" the CEW, HMoreover the camn commsnder informed the Lelegate of a

new order from the OK¥.  that no Prisonsr of Yar shall be oregent at
the burial of on: of his couradee. Thie matter will be taken up
with the Uermen ligh Comnand,

XVII _GENGEE YPREISICN
bue to ilhe overerowding this camrn hag many shorteoming e msterially
gn2aking, however conoe the compounde sce finlched and the three-
tier beds are furnished 1t gannot be considered too bad, In all
falrness 1t zust Pe ezild, thet t e samp comnander la trying every-
thlng possible to evercome the sheorteomings ecmewhal but 1s very
much handicapced by the lack of matsrisl for a’dltional bullding.

The relation batwesn the Frigoners of War and the Yernane lg very
tenge, The “rlgonerg of Yar fesl very bitter ayasinet the trest-
ment they recelved during the transfer and espeeiclly from the
gtztion to this camp, for which the camp commsnder le reaponsible,
There are continuous fricilons between the two which are mainly

due to the fear of the camr comiander end hie eteff of escaning,

al though no egeane nor eny attemnt Lo escspe has been made =0 far.
This fesr nag become shenia of which the eamp com-snder ls fully
awere, howevar he tcld the Dele ste thal he does rnot want the saue
thing to happen here that hannensd et Sazan, for wilch the Commande:
of Zagan recelved one year laprieonment in a fortress. The camp
counander 1g not in the lesst interegted in the welfare of the
crisonerg :nd he repeatedly mentions to them the boumbing of

German citles, women and chlldren,

(sig). Albert A, Kadler.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO:

No. 8790 §\ ‘

Date: %Y\..N&\m\\ ..... A

Bern, July 81, 1944, vw\w
£

Via Air liail Pouch

&
Subject: American Interest - Germany %\
frensmission camp repvort No. 1,
priscner of war camp Stalag Luft 4. mW\\?

The American liinister at Bern has the honor
to refer to the Department's telegram No. 720 of .
March 20, 1®42, concerning the transmission of
reports of visits made by Swiss representatives
to places where Americans are detained. Reference
is also made to the Legation's telegram No. 43086
of July 6, 1944, which transiitted a telepraphic
sunmary from the Swiss Legation at Berlin of a
report of a visit made on June 29, 1944, by kr.
Gabriel Naville, representative of the Swiss le=-
gation at Berlin, to vprisoner of war csmp Stalag
Luft 4, Germany.

There is now enclosed a copy of lir. Naville's
full revort. This has been received under cover of
a note dated July 15, 1944, from the Swiss Foreign
Qffice.

The Legation, in accordance with its customary
practice, has made a copy of ‘the attached report
available to the Military Attache and to Mri Francils
B. James, Speclal Representative of the Amerioan Red
Cross at Geneva., The latter has informed the Lega=-
tion, with reference to the clothing situation des-
cribed in Section VIII of the enclosed report, that
s substantial shipment of Red Cross clothing was dis-
patéhed on June 15, 1944, to Stalag Luft ¢4 and that
a further shipment is now being assembled.

It may be noted that reference is made in Section
XVI of the attached report to the fatal shooting of
Technical Sergeant Aubrey Teague and that a svecial
report in this connection is promised.

It may also be observed that a list of serious=-
ly wounded American vrisoners of war detalned at
Stalag Luft 4 is appended to the enclosed revort,
It appears that a number of these American prisoners
of war have already been examined by the iMixed Medical

Commission
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Commission and declared eligible for repatria-
tion., It elso appears, on the basis of the
statement contained in the penultimate para-
graph of Section VII of the report, that ar-
rangements will be made by the American me-
dical officers at the subject camp to have ex-
amined by the liixed lMedical Commission during
its next tour those wounded American prisoners
of war who might be eligible for repatriation.

Enclosure:

Copy of report No. 1 on Stalag Luft 4-
with original of despatch only.

File No, 711.4
TJH/hs
In quintuplicate to Department.



Air Mail Bepn #8790, 21 July 1944
rom Department of State to PHG, 8/30/k4

| b
TALAG LUFT IV

e

Visit: 29 June 1944 e —

cﬁmp Commander: Lt. Col. Bombach
American man of confidence: T/Sgt. fRichard Chapman, POW #1004

GENERAL DESCRIPTION - Situated in the country in the north of Germany
about 30 miles from the sea, this camp is not in the vicinity of any
important industry or military target. When completed, it will be
divided into one Vorlager (administrative barracks for the whole camp,
i.e., Red Cross parcels and clothing stalls, camp lazaret, delousing
plant, etc.), and 4 compounds each housing 1600 prisoners., Only one
compound is occupied. Compound No. 2 will be ready 15 July, No. 3 by
1 August and No. 4 by 1 September., The camp is well laid out with a
great space between modern wooden barracks and a large play ground in
the middle of each compound. Each compound consisting of 10 living
barracks, 2 wash huts, 2 latrines, 1 kitchen barrack, and 1 recreation
room, will form a separate camp with its own administratioen, cooking
and entertainment.

STRENGTH - 1485 American non commissioned officers and 4 British RAF
non commissioned officers., 200 American non commissioned officers are

expected.

INTERIOR ARRANGIMENTS - The living barracks have a central passage with
five sleeping rooms on each side, washroom with hot water boiler, and
night latrine with 2 seats, Sleeping rooms are furnished with double
tier wooden beds which accomodate 16 priscners in one room, one or two
tables, and enough stools for all prisoners. Light is adequate and
each room will be provided with a stove for winter. Ventilation at
night is not sufficient but it was promised that after the camp was
completed (September) arrangements would be made to improve this.

BEach prisoner is provided with two blankets of a better quality than
in most of the camps. Lights are turned out at 1l p.m.

WASHING AND BATHING FACILITIES - The washroom and two special wash huts
are not provided with running water and the prisoners have to draw
water from a pump containing ground water of good quality. Discharge
from the pump is sufficient. The two basins provided for each room

are not enough; more will be issued. The large delousing plant with
plenty of hot shower baths will not be furnished before October. In
the meantime, the prisoners must do the best they can in the wash rooms
with the hot water available.

P0ILET FACILITIES - The 2 latrines in each compound (total 80 seats)
M LLy wld bona anmd ara amntied recularlv.
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TRANSLATION

Enclosure No. 6 to despatch No. 9862
dated November 11, 1944 from the Amer-
ican Legation, Bern. 8

G17/Rapp Payable by the CICR (International Red Croes |
G8/Pe Committee)
JRh/M1G Initisled by JPS/DT

SECRETARIAT Courier No. 9770 October 27, 1944

NLT

INTTRCROSS WASHINGTON

One thousand two hundred and eighty-four STALAGLUFT IV
visited October & and 6. Spokesmen: Richard CHAPMAN,
T-SGT. 34206973, F.0.¥W. 1004, American; Victor CLARKE,

86T, 966892, P.0.¥. 23600, British; Francis PAULES,
R-Sgt. 10601393, F.0.W, 772, elected but not recognized.
Number of priscners 79756 including 7089 Americsns, 886
British including 147 Csnadians 37 Australians 22 New
Zealanders 8 South Africans stop First to arrive 64

May 14 stop Then several hundreds up to July 19,
errival 2400 Americans 800 British from Stalagluft VI,
lastly 600 arrived from Wetzlar and Budapeat stop Num-
ber of prieoners includes besides aviators sanitary per-
sonnel, chaplaine stop Location 20 kilcmeteres from large
eity in 1solated clearing. 40 barracke in sectlions, 200
men each stop 24 men in roome intended for 16 men.

Double-~-decker beds. Several barracks nqt finished in

}
!.
e
I
!

one egection with no beds. 19200 men sleep on floor.

2 blankete apiece. No heating faclllities, sanitary
equipment inadequate, food mediocre, rations not sub-
Jeet to check, no means of preparing foodstuffs sent, tf
control of shipments by Spokesmen very slight stop

Pert of stocke from VI not arrived stop At present

half-rations | g
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half-rations distributed. Americans have 10000 parcels
for one week and a half, Britieh about 7000 parcele
2000 kilograms bulk food for 4 months and a half stop
Quarter stock oigarottoa tobacco arrived stop Same
remarks for gtocks of clothing from Stalagluft VI.
Spokesmen deprived all control necessary distributions.
Moet of prisoners poorly elothed stop Doctore: Henry .
WINSEN, Captain MCUSA 0424471, P.O0.¥W. 3063; Robert
POLLOCK, Capt. RAMC 719; two other doctors; one den-
tist Capt. Néoz AETKEN; 14 sanitary personnel. Infirm-
ary 132 beds, too full, light cases obliged to remain
in quarters. Small surgery stop. ©Serious cases evacue
ated to hospitals. General health good. Frequent cutan-
eous eruptions due to insufficiency sanitary equipment.
Medicaments requested of Geneva. Sanitsary personnel
ghould be increased. Doctors confined from 8:00 P.H,
on. Various supplies confiscated at departure from
Etalagluft VI stop Present reserve invalid parcels 211
British 676 American. Dentist without instruments stop
Courses organized. 1900 technical books. Lack of sporte
aftlcles. musical instruments. Chaplains: LYNCH, Capt.,
Catholic; JACKSON, Protestant, civilisn internec; MORGAN,
Capt., Church of England., Mail delayed. Letters, photos,
personal articles, certain books and religious articles
confiscated, not yet returned stop Delegates immediztely
took necessary steps with competent Authorities with
regard to all unsatiefactory matters stop Ve support
thelr action and shall communicate reeult stop Ve must
mention American and Britigh transfers from Stalagluft VI
effected
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@ -
effected under very bad conditions; H-kilometer mareh,
2-hour trip in cattle care, then 40-hour boat trip
crowded in hold without water, then 18-hour trip hand-
cuffed in cattle cars, finally 3-kilometer march to new
cemp stop They lost personal baggage en route stop
Delegates made sharp protest

INTERCROISROUGE E9686
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Barrack !Q'

’ vame * Pe 0s i HO, Jerial No.

-5gt 7777 Doniger J.l. 2174 BOB5BA0G .
s/8gt / -qu; moh Jehs 2501 14163254 Bl/4.,
8/5gt {;}7 , DUNDEY ReLe 1644 13089208 B1/5.

. B/88% & #HoU” G Be 2642 89692779 BL/&S
7 gy Dy an Gede 2444 31297419 Bl/3,
P 7hY 5 Sarley R.M. 7672 32286745 B/ 4.
K178 Sk Barly S.¥e FaRley 7159 877661437 Bl/ 6.
1%, 8/88% Rdmgnds™ Hy Re 4 2817 14149920 Bl/1.

SR/ sg% Bg2fston Gk 2197 2436 12012667 Bl/2e

Vo AL Bianar M, 6849 12169413 Bl 4.

7878 gt 21118 R.Pe 71682 11091717 Bl/
/] B/ gk 5lowich J.T. 818 31192480 B1/6.
YA YTy Bppe~Be s 2608 18043684 B1/ 6.
,ﬂ;/.f_»(’@/sn Bublinks T.He 2634 168219620 B1/1.
P11 S-88% Rvars Adde 9287 25407761 B1/1.
H «\H,,!’/Sgt Bxanhakos J. B2R73 12208823, B1/2s
11 27 58t Ezell 8.7, 2693 19169640 B1/ 4
Y lk gt FPahey D.F. 6510 37506294 B1l/1e
TS5k Farlow H, 4598 34676166 B1/2
06"0 S/8gb Farrow R.X. 29493 5320064 13834 Bl/ 4e
2, ﬁ/sgt Fercuson Bels 3094 29556643 B1/ 3
1) iggt Ferrell C.B. 4427 12188338 B1/ 2.
1} 03 9gt Perriei B, ' 1518 26606616 B1/ 5.
7077 Ficklen W.W, 1599 20262290 Bl/ 2
Yyt Fields H.IL. 4428 24806875 B1/2.

Fiermuga R.PFe 1825 36611245 »% Bl/1.
7 Fitrs J.H. 2269 35274107 ( [2.B1/%.
Finley B.G. 82091 58341706 B1l/2.
@iore R. M. 143227 52888576 Bl/2.
Fioretti J. w 2506 38472591 Bl/4.
1 H.iuggELLH" - 2658 18191395 Bl/ 4.
Fioro D.D. 3031 25556057 B1, 2.
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