Gronoble M/Y

DECLASSIFIED
Authority VIVP 745005

-




HEADQUARTERS

455th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H), AAF,
APO 520, U.S.Army,

FIELD ORDER)
NUMBER  54)

Maps: 1/500,000 of NAPOLI, ROMA, AJACCIO, LYON, and NICE.

1.

3

a. ENEMY DEFENSE:

(1) Target is the GRENOBLE ¥/Y in Southern FRANCE.
Secondary target 1s ANTHEOR Viaduct. There are
four A/A guns in the target area.

(2) There are 125=-150 enemy fighters between the coast
of FRANCE and the Target.

B. FRIENDLY FORCES:

(1) None.

(2) One Group P-38s will rendezvous with bombers of this
Wing at KEYPOINT at 0958B at 19,000 feet, and pro-
vide close escort on penetration, over target, and
on withdrawal.

Thirty-six plus spares B=24s of this Group will take off at
0015B; rendezvous with the 456th Bomb Group at STORNARA at
O715B at 4000 feet; attack GRENOBLE /Y at 1039B, using S00#
BP bombs with .1 second nose and half .01 second and half
«025 second tail fuzeg; landing at Base at 1351B.

Thisg Group will attack in two units of 18 plus spares each

with a nine-ship front, second attack unit stacked down. Unit
leaders will sight for range and deflectlon; box leaders for
range; all others toggle on leaders. Bombing altitude will be
19,000 feet; intervalometer setting 25 feet; target elevation
715 feet. Rally right, turning so as to be generally with the
18t Combat Wing (459th, 454th BGs) on route out. Route batk
will be reverse of route out. Avoid MODANE (45 12N 06 41E)
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No bombing will be done by Pathfinder.
bombed unless 1t is posltively identified.
be jettisoned on FRA
of first attack unit will load three car
in three minutes before IP and continue until

(Field Order 54 TUontinued)

pensing to beg
clear of flak.

maximum number of ships to re
refueling.

Target will not be
Bombe will not
NCE except in dire emergency. Each shilp

tons of window, dis-

Care must be taken to conserve fuel to enable

immediately upon landing.
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b. None.
co (1) None
(2) \":f._j{_':“’;“.; 1-’3(«@-{1 e 000 000000000
Deputy group leader oc.eeecee
3y order of Colonel COOQOL:
OFFICIAL: r o
s Fo sl A
N ezt A \
HUGH R. GRAFF
Major, Air Corps
Operations Officer
ANNEXES:
1. Briefing Outline
2. Misslon Statistics
7 ZN\)h 4+ Wl or iy ~ o ’
2. 504th Wg Opns Order 137, Plan Able.
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ach Base without landing for
Crews landing away from home will send message

6440 Kcs

4585 Kes

VHF Channel "A"
Senile Four Three
shortecut

Gruesome

Today

Stumble

Radecliff Five
Fuel

Ma jor HARP
Ma jor WELCH

3 GRAFF
Ma jor, Alir Corps

Cperations Cfficer.
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16,
17.
18,

21,

22,

(Annex 1, Field wa'der 54)

BRIEFING OUTLINE,

No of aircraft on mission ........ 36 B=24g

RS 188der .uivisessrssnscsnesen MAJOY HAPD

Deputy Group leaderl .cccseosssecessqse Major WELCH

Second unilt leader ceceesececescesss Major THAYER

Decond depuly lead .eevseevescesses Lleut ARNOLD

Other Groups on Mission .........s 459,454,456 BGs.

Flghter €8e0Pl .ccsscsrssnseavanses & GP P=388

Bomb load and fUBINg .eeceessecsee 10/500# GP with .1 sec N
half .01l and hal? OFETY

Amunition earrled ...c.ecesesessse D200 rounds .50 ecal

Gas and 011 1088 .oesesscsersseses 2700 gals, Tull oll servise

TiNE B0 BIBLIONE ccirsenvesonsssese ODOOB,

Take off instructions ..cceeceeees Taxi to south at 0600B for
for take off to north at 0615.

CRDER COF TAKE OFF

1st Attack Unit 2nd Attack Unit

720 T49 230 312 161 952

216 249 494 879 252 167

166 241 482 283 184 264

292 855 238 198 271 S04

989 476 TIL 492 583 T41

200 949 038 351 982 270

Bomber rendezZvousS sceccescesessesss 18t Combat Wing (459,454) at
GIULIA at 3000 ft at O7T10R.
2nd Combat Wing (455,456) at

STORNARA at 4000 ft at 0715B.

Course out ....eecececeeeencensess Base TO PONZA ISLAND (40 55N 228
12 52E) to Turn Point REVELLATA Point
(42 34N 08 42E) to KEYPOINT 43 47N 07 33E
to IPs to target. Time at KEYPOINT is
0958B at 19,000 feet.

SREITAE POTHT ..o cinonsssvnssssss 44 565 X OF 4O0B.

MBS of atiack ..... ccivasansesess 09 degrees M,

DR DATEBE Lol desliUaie s s viese s JOBOR,

Bombing formation ceeeeceecceseccese. Nine-ship front for all Groups
second attack units stacked down.

Sombardler information ........... Attack unit leaders for range
and deflectlon; box leaders sight for
range; all others toggle on box leaders.
Bombing altitude 19000 feet; intervalo-
meter setting 25 feet; target elevation
715 feet,

Pirection of rally ..cceceeeceeees Right. On rally the 2nd C Wg
should turn so as to be generally with

A lst C Wg on route out,

HELUIN COUrSe .ecvceeevscscseeesss Reverse route out. Avoid

Rear s MONDANE (45 12N 06 41E).
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37 A/C Scheduled
36 Off: Hansen

(Annex 2, Mission #$49)

ISSION

STATISTICS

#9239 T740th Sq. did not take-off - magneto

inoperative,

740th Bomb Sq:

8 A/C Off
T- Over target
8 Returned ,
1 Early return: Beckner #994 at
inop., couldn't
0 Prior return
T4lst Bomb Sq:
9 A/C Off
9 Qver target
8 Returned; Casteel #249 landed
0 Early return
0 Prior return
T42nd BombSq:
9 A/C OFff
9 Over target
9 “*eturned
0 Early return
0 Prior return
T43rd Bomb Sq:
10 A/C off
10 Over target
10 Returned
0 Early return
O Prior return
Combat time 7:50,
R P
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0710 = hydraulic system
retract nose wheel of flaps

at Pomigliano,
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EMERGENCY LANDING FIELDS

5]

CORBICA

Borgo LD BAN 09-27E 120x4500 - Fi
GhilEonacoia | 42-05N 09<~23E  200x5800 i
St. Catherine 42-31N Q08-47E L00- %5000 Fis

SARDINTIA

Decimomannu 39-21N 08-57E 500x6000 ft.
Elmas 30-18N (09-03E 197x4521 ft
Mongerrato 30-14N 09-08E 200x4500 ft
Venafiorita 40-52N 09-30E 4900 ft.
Villacidro 39-25N 08-49E  500x6000 ft.

WEST ITALY

+« Capodichine 40-53N 14-17E 13003600 i,
Castel Volturno 41-00N 13-58E 100355096 b,

Pomigliano 40-55N 14-23E 200x3550 ft.
Pompeii 4O-47N 14-30E 1505000 .

Vesuvius 40-52N 14-3%0E 150%x BOGO. i
BICIIY

Borizzo 3?-53@ 12-32%8 25000080 T8,

Comiso 56-5381 14-36E 1502 B0 it
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yission no. ¥ 7

I' 13510 STATISTICS
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@ conMbipENIIAL @0
HEADQUARTERS 304TH BOMEB WING (H)™
A-2 SEDTION APO 520

CONFIRMING MISSION REPORT

1.HQ. 455TH BOMB GROUP (H) AAF HISSION NUMBER __49 DATE 26 Ur 01”;5}:& .
2 . STATISTICAL SUMMARY TOTAL C \
A. Sorties 35 Alﬁu%
B. Farly Returns 1 111;,
¢. A/C Bombing. 3% qrffszv
D. Tonnage Dropped ﬂﬁ.gﬁ ~;;fu.;3
. Our Losses, Flak { ’
; " E/A 0 ZT
Other & L
Missing @ 3 ‘ : Uﬁﬂ ’
Damaged Flak 0 Severe _ 0 Slight il = 180 W
E/A 4] ] e 4 = 8 e
Other 0 " 1 " % - }ﬁ e
F. Victories Dest in Air 0 e E
Probable 0 X f
Damaged 2 }2 Sf
Dest on Gnd 8 5;
Damaged { nﬂ(
G. Casualties Miss in A M;i
Killed ) 3
~ Wounded-serious & K 4
. . | i MY ¥ %
3. 4t™15 pours 36 52415 took off to bomb £ W/Y, Pronc
L. Escorted by Pl s
1 beesuse noge vheel 0% TE0Le

B B ret'd early

b. 9 ret!d prior
1/2 61 see tail

' %% 10 A e Gelle gpeEG NOES ';, s S8 pec 83
6, a. 9% A/C dropped A& x M0 1y, @5e®Btons) ,‘1 oe nose 1/2 4023 bet X
B o) . (ETPE) M YSInE)  on wan
bombs on BYABETY target at *+* hrs. from g W wwgrew L.
b. of ebove X b tons)
no place reasons
c. dropped X 1h. A tons) bombs on

other target, where, why

\

give disposition of any bombs not dropped

g returned X 1b. bombs to base
: give reasons
€. jettisoned ot 1b. bombs at
place, reasons.
ey, 100 1 POMLIGLIOND AT
7. a. “* A/C returned at YA 4 ors, ™ /0 are ab v s~
: place
b. A/C lost at, .
time place circumstances
G A/C missing and last seen at 5
time place
circumstances
8. Personnel casualties were 5
position degree of injury

}
CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

RESULTS: @ingle string of bomba hit in the river, Good concentrztion of bowmbe
on J/Y st helefed HPY, Patiern csrried seross siding beyond /Y wnd
into mowntrine, Lf d Bomberdier sstlnates 20 pereent of bhombs 1in

]

f.‘f".,wf"?“." i.! i A e °

10. ENEMY RESISTANCE:
" E}ghﬁgzgz None encountered, none se6n,

11. OBBERVATIONS:
a. Communications: j& SDSPLL

b. Enemy Air Installations and Activity in addition to encounters:

ML e sy d & aiw oty P ot .
¥ adesuttichd L ANYIRNIISEE W } e FEYL Hi v Yo s oy WY Py ; Yo g 250 : 4
ESLER/O554 ) at L0 . 20 700 Pe obeereod e hangers and

8,000 fect, large
¢c. Flak Positions:

d. ©Smoke Screens, Camouflage, Balloons etc:

e. Naval: 88 #w 7% amcit oo _ Felli - ‘ .
et P S orhe were observed in HONACO herbor (43448707247
st 1008 hours o, 13 28 /13 300 LEE i 3 % ( )

- fd
bl

W O

13. PHOTOGRAPHS T4KEN: 6 ermerss obtalned full coversge of target erer and bomb

” {
5 ] et ""L‘IJ

14. COURSE: ROUTE O - .

ROUTE OUT8  Bose to 20568/ T . - g

N/0850E 4o + T L258E to & Z2UN/0842% to 43478/0 0733% 0
- ,! “‘" % We) BT | 4 T2 He % 3 é M Ag v BN 1Y ', 4 ey

AR o (ul‘aa ¥, ri”'; ‘PO

. 1
WM/orIer i Ay s et BE MO aeg "2!« -
f § o ’ -t - o " o 3 &
AILTRIOTIE bo L2380 08860 Jf?ﬁ/lf"’t to buge,

o

Time Received 3 Time Forwarded

Initials/Signature Initials/Signeture
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\ DECLASSIFIED
Authority VIV P /45005




HEADQUART'RS SOLTH WIRG (US) |
APO 520
R 25 Ry 194k

Operations ca'dgr)
Numbey’ 137)

a, (1) See latest intelligeace SummeERies.

be (1) Omitted. 7

(2) Operations “oz‘ 20

grovupy will destroy 37, '.La ""'*H%
of B-17's, Hth Wing will asitack
of 474 wing will attaeck

%

;;/gzyﬁ 1Shs, Plaw 2ble. B-17's of five
'z* e at mymin* is 39;40& (na group
ni ’ rour groups of B-24'8
rpoing is 10; 088,

threg groups of of 4 ing ! IY0N VA t,i ; 1»/“6 Tims at gey-

point - is 09 1908, Four' groups of B -73“;" ot ...}5*“ iw‘ ; '-;'.fl‘l%‘ (ABS'E?GM'/ B '

8 ‘U"‘:’:" " ﬁ. \"ﬂ 3 i'd..' ? L;‘:}PT}’..‘: 1% "'f; !'v’_’:.’.zl‘!%%)‘,,».,ya W,BE:. t’}" ':-i:j‘l"q ﬁ‘j@km j. 5521,v mﬁ;

ELS o - o - 2 ¥ 5

close sscord on penetration, over farget auc oOn ’~~"’m~f‘i”"‘l for: houhers aa

fﬂllﬂm . one growp pe5its with five groups of ;:.t:h ving %ﬂ i squadrons
.. e WA - i Ty 0l bl } By

o 4 s DA A TS e e

group of 5%h Wing. } Wing. One
with 55th wings and

de Thirgy-six

F(\,.,

: L ,;,J,u f‘e ks
- (RINOBLE w(;/iw

o < s drE ¥ ey o
’.f/"" in southern ¥R

Reirausprgg i
CHANG X Fj fc £,

 and 454%h ~_s:”"é!») « VAR River
ing { 455¢h and 456th Bos). -

win S m:;m:alomcer get-
worally Pron Rorth to South &f
maeh conbat wing will sparate
» respective plternate targets.
will rendegvous with beombars
PEYPOTHT at 09:508 at 19,000 ft.,
aloss encw‘ % oo penstrabion, over
ivawal.
51 415hth move) ab GIULIA ab
3, 2nd ¢, Wing (4556h anad 456th
mt i, 000 £% at O7:158.
and lg. 6th mnve in orxder.
WEA TALAND 'w ;_;,-r‘w,-:? 1) %o uf.:r»(}m“‘“
“I,L;“' O a-%?m *i;“w.' 030 £) S0 KRYPoINT (43°47'm,
?6)3' 7 %{'} ""'3 to ?&l‘g&f‘. ‘1‘1‘&9 dt &TEQIE’T iﬁ W:.JJBC
at 19, 00@ ft.

ing av

i
T OVIAR

o
- . Y o 4 T T RIS } g5 o g
e R ¢ 3 W'J e ik REL - £ BT (““) '-'"‘..;? h

- 4 o ML IERE A\

(455%h, 456th) - (LA4P55ey

VJ 30 ;;s

and 45hth) « 4l degrees .,

#11
: hE5th and .-f:g,;;uth) - 09 degraes .
PARG BT (459%h, 4L54th) < 10:45B.
3 (4 S5th, -‘-.’:..3‘1%‘*1?! - 105398,
BOMBING BG - 19,000 £%; 454th B~ 20,000 %3

BG - 19,000 £t; 4568 g -~ 20,000 £t,
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mutber 137 dated 25 uny 1944 contrd.)

J-Ship frent for all groups, second attack units
stacksl dowm,
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%116 Sout & 4 ALY 4 t
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19,
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s;u w:, Gombat "ing; on route out,
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740

i

1.t pael
'Lt Riley

Lt Ames

it Conner

g/8gt Duan

1.3 seringhaw
= /1 ¥
IS 3
¥ Blanece
1t Stel
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r Feov s 44 ! 4
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obertaon

351

* WIES

D

g8/cgt Lewis
8/set varle
Sgt Harper
ogt Hartin
&gt yacormie

Ebhﬁ’ftff
Thomas

VIR G s Y
% ;):.5.1*‘»AJ,

SOmers

Lt Austin
g t Collins

o

e Pt 2
/€084

7 O 4
B o= o F 1t I
q:J‘l/"—\‘.'I Epdg

T/Sgt McKnight

5/sgt carlson

S/SgtRushmore

8/sgt Kolbe

5/sgt vindsand
NG S/set oble
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1.t Hynson
it Millaw
Lt Keller
Lt Bankd

T/szt merall
L4 4

AR
1% Crawiord

Lt Johnson Hel e

it Annala
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7/sgt Bearden
s/5gt strange
s/3gt Daniels EeDe
s/sgt Harpster
8/sgt Lineberger

s/sgtiesrik
gtRaplanek
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L/C NUMBER
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SHIP #583 (2-2-5)
BROOKS, H.C.
DUNSCOMB, R.E.
GINSBURG, S.
JOHNSON, E.H.
TAYLOR, P.E.
WINN, F.P.

J0SAC, C.W.
WﬁIt?, M.G.
CLUCK, 0.L.
0'BOYLE, J.J.
SHIP #952 (2-2-8)
BEACHAM, L.L.
CARLTON, W.C.
HART, C.A.
DUDZIK, T.A.
HAYS, D.F.
PATTZRICK, H.O.
CONRAD, C.O.
SIMEROTH, R.B.

‘LJJ..C} 9 J ® ?\o

SHIP #879 (2-2-1)
ARNOLD, W.A.
BRCHTOLD, ¥.C.
ANDERSON, I.E
DRASCO, S.A

L L e
RUDOLPH, J.B.
KNAPP, J.M.
MANZITTO, S.
z‘\p?‘l‘,’(\"’?r) "‘F.;} £
"'fC D——’FL , C . :
SHIP #184 (2-3-2)

KEAHEY, G.O.
BELLEMERE, D.G.
SPICER, C.B.
MANNING, H.L.
BALCHUNAS, A.
REES, R.E.
VOJTKO, J.M.
WALLACF, E.N.
THIEL, J.J.
MCNEIL, ‘D.R.

7/3RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ()
Office of the Operations Officer

}—JT L3
CAPT.
LT.

T
iJiL ®

SGT.
SGT.
SGT.
SGT.
SGT.

LT.
CAPT.
LT.
LT.
SGT.
SGT.
SGT.
SGT.
SGT.
SGT.

APO 52

COMBAT LOADING LIST
SHIP {161 (2-2-6)
RAMEY, T.A. LT.
EIS, F.G. IT.
COTTER, J.G. IT.
SPEWOCK, A. SGT.
SCHRABER, V.D. SGT.
ﬁﬂrrﬁffﬁ R.L. SGT.
KEENE, R.I. SGT.
MINYARD, L.D. SGT.
SHIP #312 (2-1-1)
THAY®R, D.S. MAT.
C‘ CLT[')L—“'IT‘ . FT ® O e er e
BROOKSHIEE, B.H. CAPT
_j.?r ‘9 T.io‘l] I‘mﬁ
MURRAY, V. SGT.
INGALLS, P.D. aGT
rl"\ T(’Tﬁ 9 T‘ ® F (] \‘;‘GT
BUSH, D.D. SGT
CATT, J.L. SGT
OWEN, B.G. SGT.
SHIP #232 (2-2-2)

YOUNG, L.L. LT.
VVMFKT, Eade LT.
HAYWOOD, R.F, LT.
OVEN, A.M. SGT.
BOARDWELL, C.F. SGT.
THUMA, J.A. SGT.
WALLER, R.N. SGT.
ENTROP, H. SGT.
GREEN, T.P. SGT.
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26 May 1944.

SHIP #283 (2-2-7)

THOWAS, J.H.
pocﬁ, D-CO
CROSSMAY,
VFRKFTIS, F.S.
C‘Y-’{/\TT"‘W’,
ﬂpIu 'y r\oRo

BURKHARTT, C.
JQQT.
Popo
CB

Rr.M
e'Ce

F.R
S eile

UeRT I!F?
id jE2ME 3
PPTFREON,

sHIP #og2 (2-1- 2)

SCHOTT, R.H.
m ‘rfr" e
I( ,f). 9 B -V-
GFRATY, D.F
ROCK, P.

TOWT i
-}‘Tﬂ_f), d l‘x, ¥ .I:.

PARKS, F.E.
KLINFK, A.J.
SADLFR, :.ﬁ.
FULLER, M.L.

T Pvaccrqx)’ W.F.
LANNOY®E, RB.J.
SHIP #271 (2-2-L)
LEE, O0.I1.
DENTON, C.A
GROSS,
HORAN,
DEAN, M.H

5
B.D.

COLLINS, J.M

LR ®

PFNDLFTON, P.C.

o le

LAFOLLETTE, J.H

17,
Ly,
LT
12.
SCT.
seT
aeT
SGT
QT

SGT.

LT
F/0
LT.

LT,
&GT.
cGT.
aGoT
SCT.
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SGT
CPL.

T8
LT
1.7
17,

ST,
o,
S0
eGT.
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