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HEADQUARTERS
455th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H), AAF,

13 May 1944.

FIELD ORDER)
NUMBER  46)

Mapsy 1/500,000 of NAPOLI, FIRENZE, ROMA, and BOLOGNA.
L. a. ENEMY DEFENSE:

(1) Target is BOLOGNA MAIN M/Y. Secondary target is any
active M/Y in the PO VALLEY, There are thirty-three
heavy A/A guns in the target area.

(2) There are ninety enemy fighters in the target area
but little opposition is expected.

b. FRIENDLY FORCES:
(1) None.

(2) One Group of P-38s will rendezvous with this Wing
at CARRAIA at 1348B and provide penetration, target
and withdrawal cover,

2. Thirty-six plus spares B-24s of thls Group will attack BOLOGNA
MAIN M/Y at 1430B using 1000# GP bombs with .l second nose
and ,025 second tail fuzes.

3. This Group will attack in two units of 18 plus spares ships
each, in a nine ship front, second unit stacked down. Lead
ships will sight for range and deflection, box leaders for
range, others toggle on leaders, Pathfinder force will stand
down. Bombing altitude will be 21,000 feet, intervalometer
setting 50 feet, Target elevation is 150 feet. Rally right.
Route back will be to 42 50N 14 30E to Base. Each ship in
first attack unit willl load three eartons of window, dispensing
to begin two minutes before the IP and continue untll clear
of flak.

4, No change.

B¢ Se COMMANG sesosesssscscsscscssssese 0440 Kes.
Ao G’. L‘ e e 0 000000000000 00000 cs0e 0 4585 Kcso
INtEOrDPLANE seeeescesscsascasssssss "B Channel
Collective call s8ign .eeeevs...... Ringway Two Three.
Squadron call signs: 740th ....... Yachtelub
7418t vvee... Stumble

T42NA veeeees Windscreen
(23 % %] Naoa fR11mh
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(Continued F.0. 46, 13 May 1944)

Fighter call si@ @O e 2000000t Keylwol‘d- T"o. E

Recall si@al LA L B O I B B B B A N L Mudpiet !}
IFF to be used as per latest instructions. |
b. None

c. (1) Yone.

(2) Group leader .c..cieeccccces .. Major GRAFF
Deputy groupr lecder ......... Captain BECHTOLD

By order of Colonel COOL:

- HUGH R. GRAFF ’I
Ma jor, Air Corps
Operations Officer

OFFICIAL: / T }
Y,

H R. /&
Mg jor, Alir Corps i
Operations Officer.

ANNEXES:
1. Briefing Outline

2. Mission Statistics.
3. Cpns Order 304 Wg, No. 123.

DISTRIBUTICON:

1l ea Sq Opns
1l Gp S-2
1l Gp 5-3
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(Annex 2, F.0. 46, 13 May 1944)
BRIEFING OUTLINE.,

1, No. of aircraft on mission .ece.... 35 B-24s,
2. Group leader 9 0 0 0 0000 0000V NN Ma‘jor GRAFF
3« Deputy group 1le2der .eceeeccecsecsses Capt. BECHTOLD
4, Second unit leader ....ccoceee0eee00 Lieut, LIBERTY
5. Second deputy 1€8G€r ¢cceceeeesssss Lieut, WALTERS
€e Other Group on mission ceeeesccesee 459, 454, 456 BGs,
Te. Flghter e8cCOrt teeesseeccsccceeceee One Group P-38s.
8. BOomb 1084 ceceecscscscscsscscscnass AP 6/1000# GP .1 N, ,025 T.
9, AMRUNILION cevcccccscccssncencscess 5200 rounds ,50 cal.
10 Fuel 1084 cecceecccccssccsessscsecss 2700 gals, full oil service.
11 Time at stationS.eeceececececescsse. O0840B,
12 Take off instructions seecece...... Taxi to south at 0955 for TZO
to North at 1010B.
ORDER OF TAKE OFF:
1st Attack Unit 2nd Attack Unit
253 665 190 257 749 989
294 283 T4 216 855 261
184 583 198 481 249
994 982 081 259 280
239 271 234 938 105
T48 347 250 949
879 278 099 166

13 Bomber rende€zvouS secc.eesese 15t Combat ging (459,454) at SAN

GIOVANNI AT 4000 feet at 1105B.
2nd Combat Wing (455,456) at SAN
GIOVANNI at 5000 feet at 1108B.

14 Course to target seeeececes.. See ROUTE OUT on Opns Order 123,

To FRASSINORO (44 17N 10 34E) to IP to Target.

15 Time at target eececececsccess 1430B,

16 Return COUrSE s.eseessscssses CAPREIK To 42 50N 14 30E to Base.

17 Initial point ..ceeeessecsess ZOCCA (44 20N 11 OOE)

18 Axis of attack ceeeescceceess 174 degrees Mag.

19 Bombing formatione.eeee...... Nine shlp front, second unit stacked

down,

20 Bombardier Information ...... Lead ship sight for range and defl-
ection, box leaders for range, all others
toggle on leaders. Bomb altitude 21000°
IAS 160 mph, Int. setting 50' target
elevation 150 feet.

21 Direction of rally .......... Right,

22 Weather forecast:
See NORGE .
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(Annex 2, F.0. .5, Mission #41, 13 Mey 44) !

{
MISSION STATISTICS
?
42 A/C Scheduled. 1
75 Off: E
454th ship cracked up on runway. By order of Colonel -
b 3 Upthegrove two T40th-ships Paci 937 and Kelley 270,
and five T42nd ships Keil 570, Nelson 494n Watson 240,
‘ Brimage 771, and Hespeller 230, did not take off.
4 T40th Bomb Sq3
dii 8 A/C Off
, 7 Over target
8 Returned
| 1 Early return: Bethune 198 at 1145B.
0 Prior return
¥
|

T4lst Bomb Sq:
11 A/GC Off
11

Over target
o Returned
0 Early return
o Prior return

T42nd Bomb Sq:
5 A/C Off

5 Over target
5 Returned

——Fariy retur
1 E/Afr&er Returﬁ: Goreckl 261 at 1525B. C/Q\w.ata.t E,.’zz{’a &a.

T43rd Bomb Sq:

11 A/C Off

il Over target

11 Returned !
0] Early return ‘
0 Prior return.

9 ; Combat time: %:35.
3




DECLA)\?SIFIED

D1USnNS

Authority N

4’& T . BOANBA IAZLNAE /‘//
AP o
=N 7’//’»\/ D7) €58 AN

.’_;/{.—. /-'7[/ / %: -’

A1/ SE10/4 NO ——L—L'L -

L2487 A !3»""4?]‘49

/ .' 7T S ECTION
SR 4242/4:46
|,z:3
LS A Lads Loa4q LA
@D > 7 i =
(=2 Tl Ve b i i
“—%g )¢/ = o {z'/oo 7%9%;93
. Jo —Torlisoy | M 0be £ | Mo s a |
CE o3
Legeirens | Lt g | AR f el e
o 7 ez 27
\&_M_f;uww | Y22y 72 |
A3 "
| P
e NP SECT /Y
GorSi) - Ky zé LR 7Y
. | 957
AN T _Locplyehly | iy Lbi;/‘d &agpejr
3 a? : f ’
% Z#YEol | Jesipa) 7 Capesriensan
| 357 | 5% , réf.fé’
I _Cow ;4‘" i _dzzg;ﬁg;fg/e
238 o
AEL I 7494 | ST &
| 7 7 e ﬁﬁ’/
|/£6
(> FARLY RETURNS
C DO Did NOT  ThkE orFs



1.HQ. 4%

~ -

A-2 SEDTION

CONFIDENTIAL

APO 520
CONFIRIING MISSION REPORT

MISSION NUMBER___ 4k DATE__ 13 May 1944

2.STATISTICAL SUMMARY

5TH BOMB GROUP (H) AAF

TOTAL TO DATE

A. Sorties X .
B. Early Returns a
C. A/C Bombing. 33 2%
D. Tonnage Dropped e '20:
E. Our Losses, Flak 0 “
E/A 0 —10
Other 5
Missing g b 1
Damaged Flak 0 Severe __ D Slight 27 246
E/A 0 n " 4 a
Other 0 " 4] " “ ¥4
F. Victories Dest in Air 0 ¢
Probeble 0 Ab
Damaged U 10
Dest on Gnd _____2____ 4T
Damaged U g
) | G. Casualties Miss in A U 146
5 F Killed U 3
. Wounded-serious ___ O [/
- BOLOGKS HEIN W/Y
3. At 102% hours 55B-24's took off to bomb e N 8/X
. . 1 L. Escorted by ¥ P-j2le
‘ 5. a. £ ret'd early ©4¢ begsuse of 11l erew muaber, jettisoned © boabs in Bee,
1 fie Beoruse of iste tokeoff, eouldn't gsateh up with forma’ion, returned boabse
b. 0 retid prior
l -',/‘; oxrop 00 l:: x 500 1b (:’Q'— *-'h") C'P-, .l gre A0RR, 1021 """C. - ‘.lv
6. a. O A/c dropped 271 x 1,008y, (9545 tong) TP ol sog, Nore, 025 mec, Teil
(fo) ,(type) (fusing) .. ..
bombs on > target at ™" " hrs., from “ ¥ " cTaver £
b. 1 of ebove TFeburned 1y L0099y, 'qtons) to bege, relesse
‘ . , no place reasons
negooRiad inopersiive.
c. dropped X 1b. ( tons) bombs on
other target, where, why
AR
give disposition of any bombs not dropped
d. returned X 1b. bombs to base
give reasons
e. jettisoned X 1b. bombs at
place, reasons.
2; {18
7. a. _**4/C returned at 160 hours. A/C are at
‘ place
b. A/C lost et ;
time place circumgtances
e, A/C missing end last seen at .
time place
circumstances
8. Personnel casualties were ,
/ position degree of injury

./

CONFIDENTIAL
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9. RESULTS: Good concentration on esst end of Mershalllng Yarde, One vey large
oxplosion observed, A few bombs gur: led over inte oltys

10. ENEMY RESISTANCE:
a. Fighters: No ensmy aireraft obsorved or ensountsred.

o

11. OBEERVATIONS: '
a. Communications: At | I 4238N/1324% et 1455 hours, fyem 17,000 ft
& forty or Lilty cur train headed southe New 3/Y at LOLOGHA #ell (1lled with
?-i &i"’ at 14‘.-‘3 h,‘"-ﬁ". tm 2’-.@ ft-

—

b. Enemy Air Instell:tions and Activity in addition to encounters:

Lt LINTR/L . 3F, nesr inconk, &L L5u; RUrE, Iron 15,006 16, & loag row of
rel colored ba.lcingse /OUJEA A/D et 15,000 £t st 1i5% houre, 20 ve 25 +/e
w gromd, &t P18A &/D (L341M/2023E) st 3404 houre, from 1€,000 ft, 5 large

AfG on ground,

c. Flak Positions:

d. Smoke Screens, Camouflage, Balloons etc:

e. Navel: &t . UCOAA herber at 1500 hours, {rom 14,500 ft & large 2 slack
v reéRip it cachor, 15 to 20 woecels om 60 degros hoeding, st (4132%/12.0%)

at 1240 hours from 17,000 fbs

12. WEATHER:Z6ve to west corpt 8f Itelr, 4/10 to 5/10 strotocumulus, tops 6,000 f%,
3 sirrus besed st 30,000 fte Over woter pateheg of stratocusuius tops et
5,000 ft. Inlead 6/10 to £/10 cusnlus top img the wounteins et 6 1o 8000 fte Thege
decressed vest of the highest hille to 2 to 3/10 at the target ares. Vipib lity
over entire route weg 10 m1lcs ia hase. In the target aves =ere 2 to 3/20 cusulus
tops st 5,000/ £t 2ud I to 3/10 eirrus at 30,000 ft. L

13. PHOTOGRAPHS TuKEN: Pulls coverags of trrget srea ohtalned I’ith E~il Quizerose

. Bage to AIMNLASE to 4120M/MA03F to 4AAIOM/LI00E te 4L103M/1ISLE teo
1‘*2&%‘& to 4 798/3008% to L303W/09508 to 4338H/LOMOE to 4432M/1110F o Tergets
j.

- - - o . - — - o —

2 15 of Attack OOF degreess Target to AMOM/1340E to Pases
Time Received Time Forwarded

. Initials/Signature Initials/Signature
¢ CONFIDENTIAL
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MISSION No, 7/ M I133I0w STATISTICS DAT"
' UNITS PARTICIPATING FRIJURY SZCONDARY Li5T
I [Go1os N Any Bejive 140y sa 1D VS
T T \
A?”{« "../C OVER TAiRGET | ABORTIVES CLAIMS DISPCSITICN OF BOMBS A/C || Al i
B7 ||ITRI- | SLCON| LAST | TOTANMECH - | ARU- DE5- | FROBPAL = || EFFEGIIVE |JETTI$SONED| BROUGHT Bl '
¢ s ok SOR1 i iLL ‘B LGED =Y n i > £ ~
UNIT GQROUND||}sky |DinY |RESOH ‘t‘ASO;j Fuli- Fall— O TER RO ) 4OLE NO. |IYFE | No. |rYFE | No. | rvzE || “O°T)] BXE.
7901l & 7 | o (2] / / o | o (2 o » Y7 |reoott | £ |rs00#| o |rocom] s {oo
1|/ W rr L 0 o jlo e |o |2 ol ol 2 |46 o] 0 |sowox| o |rooenll , 11237
| 74E |1 5 g o 2 £ | & o o 4o Al 24 Uoront| o lsang| & /m#{l o 2]
7493\ // /( o < . ° a |0 o o o 59 ltaemm| O |, / sro2ll 0 120D
. [
[GROUF’LS Y J 331 0 O 7 2 o o 1) o o W7/ |jes0mt| € |ioeon 7 pro®l|l (117037

NeT&: ) #/c No s#3 7%3ap Sg. drpd 70x 5008 bombs on 757 for

tolal of 2.5 tvns.



SECREZ

| /)’ HEADQUARTERS' 304TH WING (US)

APO 520
12 May, 1944
P 2130B,
455
Operations Order)
Number 123)

le, as (1) See latest Intelligence Summaries.

be (2) Operations for 13 May 1944. Plan Able, Six Groups
B«17's, 5th Wing, will attack BRENNER ROUTE Rail Communicetions at BOLZANO,
BRONZOLO, AVISIO, mix and TRENTO at 1l4:30Bs Three Groups Be2li's, 49th
Wing, will attack PO VALLEY Rail Installations at FAENZA, and CESENA, Key
Point time 12:11B, Four Groupa Be24's of 47th Wing will attack Rail targets
in PO VALLEY at PIACENZA and FIDENZA, Key Point time 12:41B, Four Groups
Be2)vs of 55th Wing, will attack M/Y at PARMA and MODENA, Key Point time
12;31Bs 306th Wing « fighters will give close escort and target cover for
5th winge 52nd FG will give escort and Target cover for 47th Wing, Fighte
ers will give cover on penetration, over target area, and on withdrawal for
units attacking PO Valley Targetse

2¢ Thirty-six plus spares B«24's of all Groups this Wing will attack
M/Y in the BOLOGNA Area as followsy

TARGET: 459th BG will destroy GASTEL MAGGIORE M/Y - See attached
photose
454th BG will destroy SAN RUFILLO Reil Installations with
Aiming Point 912448 on MAP SHEET 87 1<100,000.
455th BG will destroy BOLOGNA MAIN M/Y « See attached
Target Chartse
456th BG will destroy BORGO PANIGALE M/Y See attached
Target Chartse

SECONDARY TARGET:: Any active M/Y in PO Valley.

FIGHTER RENDEZVOUS: One Group P=38!s will rendezvous with this
Wing at CAPRAIA at 13:48B and provide penetr-
ation, target and withdrawal cover,

BOMBER RENDEZVOUS: 1st Combat Wing (459th = 454th) at SAN GIOVANNI

at 4,000 ft. at 113058,
2nd Combet Wing (455th « 456th) at SAN GIOVANNT
at 5,000 fteo at 11:08Bs

LEAD: 459th BG with 454th,. h55th and h56th BG's in order,

ROUTE OUT; Base to ISERNIA (41° 35N, °I4*E) to Turn Point

VENAFRO (h1°29'n. 14°03¢E) to Turn Point MARZANO

(hl 19N, 1° 02tE) to Turn Point MONDRAGONE (hlz 06N,
13 Bh'E) to Key Point mrrormm (40° 47N, 13 26']:) %0
Turn Point PIANOSA (h2 35, 10° 05E) to Turn Point

GlPBlIA (4303w, 09°50R) to FORTE DEDMRE (43°58'w,
10 10'E). Then as followse 459th BG - going West of
MODENA to IP to Target.

[/
(]
[o
1o
=]
3
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erations QOrder Number 123 d/d 12 May, 19)4., continued)

454th, 455th and 456th BG's - to FRASSTNORO (44°17'w,
/1°°3h'E) to IP to Targets
/Time at Koy Point 12:21B at 10,000 feets Stay at
10,000 feet until reaching coaste
INTTIAL POINT: 459th BG =« NONANTOLA (44°40vN, 11°03%E),
L54th, L55th and L56th BG's = 20CCA (L4 20tN, 11°00¢E)e
AXIS OF ATTACK: 459th BG - 119°m,
454th BG = 73%,
L455¢h BG = 64 Me
456th BG -~ 55,
TARGET TIME: 14:30Ba ' '
BOMBING ALTITUDE: .459th BG = 19,000 feete A454th BG - 19,000 feete
455th BG = 21,000 feets 456th BG = 204000 feets
BOMBING FORMATION: 454th and 456th BG's will bamb in a columm of six
=k ship boxes, boxes stacked down. 459th and 455th
BG's will bomb in a 9 ship front with second attack
units stacked down,
TARGET ELEVATION: BOLOGNA MAIN and SAN RUFILLO = 150 feet.
BORGO PANIGALE = 130 feet.
CASTEL MAGGIORE = 110 feete
RALLY: L59th BG ~ Left until clear of flak then right to BRISIGHELLA
(G4°1y 1w, 11%461E).
454th, 455th and 456th BG's - Right.
ROUTE BACK: to 42°50'N, 14°30¢E to Base.

3e 8e L55th BG - Intervalometer setting 50 feet.
be 459th, L454th and L56th BG's - Intervalometer setting minimume

Xo Al Groups will load 1000 pound GePs bombs with ,1 sec nose and
+025 sec. tail fuzese

L4e Omitted.

5e Command on 6440 Ke for bomber to bomber and VHF Channel *A* for Bombers

and fighters, Collective call signs for bombers (459th - RINGWAY TWO ONE)( L454th
RINGWAY TWO TWO) (455th « RINGWAY TWO THREE) (456th = RINGWAY TWO FOUR)e Call signs
for fighters « (1st FG « KEYWORD TWO)e

Recell signal: MUDPIE,

Air Force Formetion will be close column of Wings with 49th Wing leading,
304th Wing second, 55th Wing third, and 47th Wing fourth.

Window will be employed in accordance with SOP, Each aireraft of lead
" attack units will load three cartons of Wingow, dispensing to begin two minutes
before the IP and continuing until clear of flak. -

Pathfinder foree will stand down.
i
\“ - \ N
" 0 Y %é%%. Jr'o' 5;

Do not attack FLORENCE.
Colonel, Air Gorps,

A=3e

By order of Colonel UPTHEGROVE:

1t
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